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“A compelling and provocative read . . . With a soldier’s eye, Jim Lacey re-creates the battle of
Marathon in all its brutal simplicity.”—Barry Strauss, author of Masters of Command
 
Marathon—one of history’s most pivotal battles. Its name evokes images of almost superhuman courage,
endurance, and fighting spirit. In this eye-opening book, military analyst James Lacey takes a fresh look at
Marathon and reveals why the battle happened, how it was fought, and whether, in fact, it saved Western
civilization. Lacey brilliantly reconstructs the world of the fifth century B.C. leading up to the astonishing
military defeat of the Persian Empire by the vastly undermanned Greek defenders. With the kind of vivid
detail that characterizes the best modern war reportage, he shows how the heavily armed Persian army was
shocked and demoralized by the relentless assault of the Athenian phalanx. He reveals the fascinating
aftermath of Marathon, how its fighters became the equivalent of our “Greatest Generation,” and challenges
the legacy and lessons that have often been misunderstood—perhaps, now more than ever, at our own peril.
 
Immediate, visceral, and full of new analyses that defy decades of conventional wisdom, The First Clash is a
superb interpretation of a conflict that indeed made the world safe for Aristotle, Plato, and our own modern
democracy.
 
“With a fresh eye to tactics, strategy, and military organization, and with his text grounded in direct
experience of the troops on the battlefield, James Lacey gives us not only new understanding of how
the Athenians managed to win but also a greater appreciation of the beginning of a long tradition of
Western military dynamism that we take for granted today.”—Victor Davis Hanson, author of
Carnage and Culture
 
“Lacey’s swords-and-shields approach will absorb readers ever fascinated by the famous battles of
antiquity.”—Booklist
 
“A lively and rewarding read.”—Charleston Post and Courier
 
“Exemplary . . . Lacey, a veteran of the 82nd and 101st Airborne divisions and a professor at the
Marine War College, brings to the tale of Marathon the practical experiences of the combat soldier
and an intellectual sensibility.”—The New Criterion
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From reader reviews:

Eleanor Hayes:

The book The First Clash: The Miraculous Greek Victory at Marathon and Its Impact on Western
Civilization can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we
leave the good thing like a book The First Clash: The Miraculous Greek Victory at Marathon and Its Impact
on Western Civilization? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can
give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or
info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The First
Clash: The Miraculous Greek Victory at Marathon and Its Impact on Western Civilization has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open
and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Victor Elam:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be smart in
receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book can help
men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The First Clash: The Miraculous Greek
Victory at Marathon and Its Impact on Western Civilization book as this book offers you rich information
and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may
already know.

John Silverstein:

The reason why? Because this The First Clash: The Miraculous Greek Victory at Marathon and Its Impact on
Western Civilization is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but
latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the
book in such wonderful way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still
convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going
to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If
I had been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Bernard Walker:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around
the world. By the book The First Clash: The Miraculous Greek Victory at Marathon and Its Impact on
Western Civilization we can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become creative



person must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt
to change your life at this time book The First Clash: The Miraculous Greek Victory at Marathon and Its
Impact on Western Civilization. You can more attractive than now.
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