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Why is there such a striking difference between English spelling and English pronunciation? How did our
seemingly relatively simple grammar rules develop? What are the origins of regional dialect, literary
language, and everyday speech, and what do they have to do with you?

Seth Lerer's Inventing English is a masterful, engaging history of the English language from the age of
Beowulf to the rap of Eminem. Many have written about the evolution of our grammar, pronunciation, and
vocabulary, but only Lerer situates these developments in the larger history of English, America, and
literature.

Lerer begins in the seventh century with the poet Caedmon learning to sing what would become the earliest
poem in English. He then looks at the medieval scribes and poets who gave shape to Middle English. He
finds the traces of the Great Vowel Shift in the spelling choices of letter writers of the fifteenth century and
explores the achievements of Samuel Johnson's Dictionary of 1755 and The Oxford English Dictionary of
the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. He describes the differences between English and American
usage and, through the example of Mark Twain, the link between regional dialect and race, class, and gender.
Finally, he muses on the ways in which contact with foreign languages, popular culture, advertising, the
Internet, and e-mail continue to shape English for future generations.

Each concise chapter illuminates a moment of invention-a time when people discovered a new form of
expression or changed the way they spoke or wrote. In conclusion, Lerer wonders whether globalization and
technology have turned English into a world language and reflects on what has been preserved and what has
been lost. A unique blend of historical and personal narrative, Inventing English is the surprising tale of a
language that is as dynamic as the people to whom it belongs.
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From reader reviews:

Ebony Lower:

This Inventing English: A Portable History of the Language book is just not ordinary book, you have it then
the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is information inside this e-book
incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you
will get. This kind of Inventing English: A Portable History of the Language without we know teach the one
who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Inventing English: A
Portable History of the Language can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves'
turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Inventing English: A
Portable History of the Language having excellent arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not
experience uninterested in reading.

Robert Reynolds:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
while those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Inventing English: A Portable History of the Language as
your daily resource information.

Cinthia Jacobsen:

This Inventing English: A Portable History of the Language is completely new way for you who has
fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper
you into it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this
Inventing English: A Portable History of the Language can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside that book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which
is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in book form
make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book especially
this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss it! Just
read this e-book sort for your better life as well as knowledge.

Nancy Bowers:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This guide Inventing English: A Portable History of the Language was filled with regards
to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people
has various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can really feel



enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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