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In his tour de force Blind Memory, Marcus Wood read the visual archive of slavery in eighteenth- and
nineteenth-century America and Britain with a closeness and rigor that until then had been applied only to
the written texts of that epoch. Blind Memory changed the way we look at everything from a Turner seascape
to a crude woodcut in a runaway slave advertisement. The Horrible Gift of Freedom brings the same degree
of rigor to an analysis of the visual culture of Atlantic emancipation.

Wood takes a troubled and troubling look at the iconography inspired by the abolition of slavery across the
Atlantic diaspora. Why, he asks, did imagery showing the very instant of the birth of black slave freedom
invariably personify Liberty as a white woman? Where did the image of the enchained kneeling slave,
ubiquitous in abolitionist visual culture on both sides of the Atlantic, come from? And, most important, why
was freedom invariably depicted as a gift from white people to black people? In order to assess what the
inheritance of emancipation imagery means now and to speculate about where it may travel in the future,
Wood spends the latter parts of this book looking at the 2007 bicentenary of the 1807 Slave Trade Abolition
Act. In this context a provocative range of material is analyzed including commemorative postage stamps,
museum exhibits, street performances, religious ceremonies, political protests, and popular film.

By taking a new look at the role of the visual arts in promoting the “great emancipation swindle,” Wood
brings into the open the manner in which the slave power and its inheritors have single-mindedly focused on
celebratory cultural myths that function to diminish both white culpability and black outrage. This book
demands that the living lies developed around the memory of the emancipation moment in Europe and
America need to be not only reassessed but demolished.
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From reader reviews:

Bettina Cutler:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Horrible Gift of Freedom: Atlantic Slavery and the Representation
of Emancipation (Race in the Atlantic World, 1700-1900) book is readable through you who hate those
perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without
leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding Horrible Gift of
Freedom: Atlantic Slavery and the Representation of Emancipation (Race in the Atlantic World, 1700-1900)
content conveys thinking easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different
in the written content but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Horrible Gift of
Freedom: Atlantic Slavery and the Representation of Emancipation (Race in the Atlantic World, 1700-1900)
is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Alma Miranda:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their
reader with their story as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they
write about the information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors
nowadays always try to improve their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to
their book. One of them is this Horrible Gift of Freedom: Atlantic Slavery and the Representation of
Emancipation (Race in the Atlantic World, 1700-1900).

Helen Chandler:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. This specific Horrible Gift of Freedom: Atlantic Slavery and the
Representation of Emancipation (Race in the Atlantic World, 1700-1900) can give you a lot of close friends
because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and make a person more like an
interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information
that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great folks. So ,
why hesitate? Let us have Horrible Gift of Freedom: Atlantic Slavery and the Representation of
Emancipation (Race in the Atlantic World, 1700-1900).

Mark Adair:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know



those publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. By book Horrible Gift of Freedom: Atlantic Slavery and the Representation of Emancipation (Race in
the Atlantic World, 1700-1900) we can get more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To
become creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that appropriate with
your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book Horrible Gift of Freedom: Atlantic Slavery
and the Representation of Emancipation (Race in the Atlantic World, 1700-1900). You can more desirable
than now.
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