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The cultural and material legacies of the Roman Republic and Empire in evidence throughout Rome have
made it the "Eternal City." Too often, however, this patrimony has caused Rome to be seen as static and
antique, insulated from the transformations of the modern world. In Excavating Modernity, Joshua Arthurs
dramatically revises this perception, arguing that as both place and idea, Rome was strongly shaped by a
radical vision of modernity imposed by Mussolini's regime between the two world wars.

Italian Fascism's appropriation of the Roman past-the idea of Rome, or romanità- encapsulated the Fascist
virtues of discipline, hierarchy, and order; the Fascist "new man" was modeled on the Roman legionary, the
epitome of the virile citizen-soldier. This vision of modernity also transcended Italy's borders, with the
Roman Empire providing a foundation for Fascism's own vision of Mediterranean domination and a
European New Order. At the same time, romanità also served as a vocabulary of anxiety about modernity.
Fears of population decline, racial degeneration and revolution were mapped onto the barbarian invasions
and the fall of Rome. Offering a critical assessment of romanità and its effects, Arthurs explores the ways in
which academics, officials, and ideologues approached Rome not as a site of distant glories but as a blueprint
for contemporary life, a source of dynamic values to shape the present and future.
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From reader reviews:

Sally Watts:

The actual book Excavating Modernity: The Roman Past in Fascist Italy will bring you to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try
to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book Excavating Modernity: The Roman Past in
Fascist Italy is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so
you can quicker to read the book.

Jose Callender:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the e-book untitled Excavating Modernity: The Roman Past in Fascist Italy can be
good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Ruby Harris:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you study a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The Excavating
Modernity: The Roman Past in Fascist Italy provide you with a new experience in reading through a book.

Kelly Edge:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is created or printed or created from each source that will filled
update of news. With this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you.
From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just in search of the Excavating Modernity: The Roman Past in Fascist Italy when you
essential it?
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