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This in-depth study of the essay as a form of literary and philosophical expression examines the links
between essay writing and the concept of friendship over a long textual tradition running from Plato’s
Phaedrus through Montaigne’s Essais to Derrida’s Politiques de l’amitié. Literary critic and philosopher
Kuisma Korhonen suggests that the search for "textual friendship" motivates essayists as diverse as Bacon,
Saint-Évremond, Mme de Lambert, Emerson, and Derrida. All of these writers have written at least one
essay about friendship, and in each case, Korhonen interprets the notion of friendship as a figure for the
textual encounter, both between the writer and reader and between each text and its many referenced
predecessors.

Korhonen points out that despite the boundary of text separating writer and reader, the essay invites
friendship. Through its references to other writers it links readers and writers across boundaries of time and
space. Korhonen discusses at length these "impossible encounters," drawing on the ethical thought of
Emmanuel Levinas, especially his emphasis on the ethical implications of "the Other."
Korhonen goes on to construct "an ethical genealogy of the essay," focusing mainly on Montaigne. He notes
three textual strategies in Montaigne’s essay: the use of rhetoric in producing a "friendly ethos," the
philosophical dialogue going back to Plato as a subtext for the essay form, and a Pyrrhonian skepticism that
questions the status of propositional language.

Finally Korhonen examines specific texts on friendship, including Plato, Cicero, Seneca, Augustine,
Montaigne, Bacon, Emerson, Saint-Évremont, Mme de Lambert, and Derrida.

This is a work of great erudition that makes a significant contribution to our understanding of the expressive
possibilities and philosophical implications of the essay.
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From reader reviews:

Harriet Blum:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Textual Friendship: The Essay As Impossible Encounter From Plato
And Montaigne To Levinas And Derrida (Philosophy and Literary Theory). Try to the actual book Textual
Friendship: The Essay As Impossible Encounter From Plato And Montaigne To Levinas And Derrida
(Philosophy and Literary Theory) as your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you sense
alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So ,
let me make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Lawrence Hurst:

The book untitled Textual Friendship: The Essay As Impossible Encounter From Plato And Montaigne To
Levinas And Derrida (Philosophy and Literary Theory) is the publication that recommended to you to see.
You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to a person. The language that writer
use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of analysis when write the
book, so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book
of Textual Friendship: The Essay As Impossible Encounter From Plato And Montaigne To Levinas And
Derrida (Philosophy and Literary Theory) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Angeline Allison:

The book with title Textual Friendship: The Essay As Impossible Encounter From Plato And Montaigne To
Levinas And Derrida (Philosophy and Literary Theory) includes a lot of information that you can find out it.
You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist new knowledge the information that
exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how
the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of the syndication. You can read the
e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Grace Smith:

This Textual Friendship: The Essay As Impossible Encounter From Plato And Montaigne To Levinas And
Derrida (Philosophy and Literary Theory) is brand-new way for you who has attention to look for some
information as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you
know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this Textual Friendship: The Essay As
Impossible Encounter From Plato And Montaigne To Levinas And Derrida (Philosophy and Literary Theory)
can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside that book is easy to get through
anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web



form. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer.
So there is absolutely no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for you. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to
knowledge.
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