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Huang's book analyzes the major Neo-Confucian philosophers from the eleventh to the sixteenth centuries.
Focusing on metaphysical, epistemological, and ethical philosophical issues, this study presents the historical
development of the Neo-Confucian school, an outgrowth of ancient Confucianism, and characterizes its
thought, background, and influence. Key concepts?for example ^Utai-ji (supreme ultimate), ^Uxin (mind),
and ^Uren (humanity)?as interpreted by each thinker are discussed in detail. Also examined are the two
major schools that developed during this period, Cheng-Zhu, School of Principle, and Lu-Wang, School of
Mind. These schools, despite different philosophical orientations, were convinced that their common goal, to
bring about a harmonious relationships between man and the universe and between man and man, could be
achieved through different ways of philosophizing. To understand the Chinese mind, it is necessary to
understand Neo-Confucianism as a reformation of early Confucianism.

This analytical presentation of major Neo-Confucian philosophers, from the eleventh to the sixteenth
centuries, examines Zhou Dun-yi (1017-1073), Shao Yong (1011-1077), Zhang Zai (1020-1077), Cheng Hao
(1032-1085), Cheng Yi (1033-1107), Zhu Xi (1130-1200), Lu Xiang-shan (1139-1193), and Wang Yang-
ming (1427-1529). With its focus on metaphysical, epistemological, and ethical philosophical issues,
Huang's study presents the historical development of the Neo-Confucian school, an outgrowth of ancient
Confucianism, and characterizes its thought, background, and influence. Key concepts?for example, ^Utai-ji
(supreme ultimate), ^Uxin (mind), and ^Uren (humanity)?as interpreted by each thinker are discussed in
detail. The two major schools that developed during these six centuries are examined as well. Lu-Wang,
School of Mind, developed in criticism of Cheng-Zhu, School of Principle. The two schools, despite
different approaches toward their philosophical pursuits, were convinced that their common goals, to bring
about harmonious relationships between man and the universe and between man and man, could be achieved
through different ways of philosophizing. To understand the Chinese mind, it is necessary to understand
Neo-Confucianism as a reformation of early Confucianism.

Scholars of Eastern religions and philosophy will appreciate the objective interpretations of each thinker's
philosophy, for which pertinent passages spoken by each man have been selected and translated by the
author from the original Chinese, and the comparisons of the Neo-Confucian philosophies with those of the
West. An introduction provides the historical background in which to study the rise of Neo-Confucianism.
The study is organized ehronologically and includes a glossary of terms and a bibliography which serves as a
helpful guide for further research.
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From reader reviews:

Victor Kohlmeier:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How many
people to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying
a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Essentials of Neo-Confucianism:
Eight Major Philosophers of the Song and Ming Periods (Resources in Asian Philosophy and Religion) book
because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Olive Wilson:

The ability that you get from Essentials of Neo-Confucianism: Eight Major Philosophers of the Song and
Ming Periods (Resources in Asian Philosophy and Religion) will be the more deep you rooting the
information that hide inside words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is
hard to comprehend but Essentials of Neo-Confucianism: Eight Major Philosophers of the Song and Ming
Periods (Resources in Asian Philosophy and Religion) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article writer
conveys their point in certain way that can be understood through anyone who read it because the author of
this reserve is well-known enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is
easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for
having this specific Essentials of Neo-Confucianism: Eight Major Philosophers of the Song and Ming
Periods (Resources in Asian Philosophy and Religion) instantly.

Ernest Tate:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Essentials of Neo-
Confucianism: Eight Major Philosophers of the Song and Ming Periods (Resources in Asian Philosophy and
Religion) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading practice
all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better then how they react in
the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man or
woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as
your good habit, it is possible to pick Essentials of Neo-Confucianism: Eight Major Philosophers of the Song
and Ming Periods (Resources in Asian Philosophy and Religion) become your own personal starter.

Carolyn Rolon:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is identified as
of book Essentials of Neo-Confucianism: Eight Major Philosophers of the Song and Ming Periods



(Resources in Asian Philosophy and Religion). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving the
printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most essential that, you
must aware about book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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