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How can the Catholic faith help not only Catholics, but all people, build a just and flourishing society?

The Catholic Church contributes first and foremost to the common good by forming the consciences of the
faithful. Faith helps reason achieve a proper understanding of the common good and thereby guides what
individuals need to do to live justly and harmoniously. In this book, J. Brian Benestad provides a detailed
and accessible introduction to Catholic social doctrine (CSD), the Church's teachings concerning the human
person, the family, society, political life, charity, justice, and social justice.

Church, State, and Society explains the nuanced understanding of human dignity and the common good
found in the Catholic intellectual tradition. It makes the case that liberal-arts education is an essential part of
the common good because it helps people understand their dignity and all that justice requires. The author
shows the influence of ancient and modern political philosophy on CSD philosophy and examines St.
Augustine, St. Thomas Aquinas, papal social encyclicals, Vatican Council II, and postconciliar magisterial
teaching. Benestad highlights the teachings of popes John Paul II and Benedict XVI that the attainment of
the common good depends on the practice of the virtues by citizens and leaders alike.

The book is divided into four parts. The first treats key themes of social life: the dignity of the human person,
human rights, natural law, and the common good. Part two focuses on the three principal mediating
institutions of civil society: the family, the Church, and the Catholic university. Part three considers the
economy, work, poverty, immigration, and the environment, while part four focuses on the international
community and just war principles. The conclusion discusses tension between CSD and liberal democracy.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

J. Brian Benestad is professor of theology at the University of Scranton and the author of numerous book
chapters and journal articles published on Catholic social doctrine. He is editor of Fellowship of Catholic
Scholars Quarterly.

PRAISE FOR THE BOOK



"Professor Benestad treats complicated issues with subtlety and yet at the same time offers a broad and
comprehensible introduction from which an interested reader, whether in the classroom or not, can profit
wonderfully. . .Church, State, and Society is the best introduction to Catholic social doctrine I have
encountered, and it is well worth the investment." --Nova et Vetera

"Against the backdrop of cacophonous disputes about the meaning and application of Catholic Social
Doctrine, Brian Benestad has presented a magisterial work of considerable extent and admirable clarity. . .
Benestad's book provides a great service to those trying to understand Catholic Social Doctrine. His erudition
and his care in making key distinctions are essential to understand such a complex body of doctrine. He
subtly charts a course through the minefields of contemporary arguments about Catholic Social Doctrine,
getting to the theoretical source of these disagreements: the relation of Catholic Social Doctrine to both the
Church's older tradition of political reflection and the new forms of political thought and practice that
modernity originates. . . In short, Benestad's excellent volume is the best treatment of Catholic Social
Doctrine as a whole and a precious reminder of the intrinsically problematic character of modern
democracy." --Perspectives on Political Science
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From reader reviews:

Jean Smith:

The book untitled Church, State, and Society: An Introduction to Catholic Social Doctrine (Catholic Moral
Thought) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is
very easy to understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
authored by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of literary works. You can actually
read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site as well as
order it. Have a nice read.

Douglas Stevens:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. That Church, State, and Society: An Introduction to Catholic Social
Doctrine (Catholic Moral Thought) can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one
book you have factor that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than various other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have
Church, State, and Society: An Introduction to Catholic Social Doctrine (Catholic Moral Thought).

Michelle Oquinn:

You can find this Church, State, and Society: An Introduction to Catholic Social Doctrine (Catholic Moral
Thought) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if
you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed
but in addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking
from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get
more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge
are still update. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

John Mendoza:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
By the book Church, State, and Society: An Introduction to Catholic Social Doctrine (Catholic Moral
Thought) we can acquire more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person
must like to read a book. Just choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change
your life at this time book Church, State, and Society: An Introduction to Catholic Social Doctrine (Catholic
Moral Thought). You can more inviting than now.
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