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With the 2003 invasion and subsequent occupation of Iraq, the most controversial question in world politics
fast became whether the United States stands within the order of international law or outside it. Does
America still play by the rules it helped create? American Exceptionalism and Human Rights addresses this
question as it applies to U.S. behavior in relation to international human rights. With essays by eleven
leading experts in such fields as international relations and international law, it seeks to show and explain
how America's approach to human rights differs from that of most other Western nations.

In his introduction, Michael Ignatieff identifies three main types of exceptionalism: exemptionalism
(supporting treaties as long as Americans are exempt from them); double standards (criticizing "others for
not heeding the findings of international human rights bodies, but ignoring what these bodies say of the
United States); and legal isolationism (the tendency of American judges to ignore other jurisdictions). The
contributors use Ignatieff's essay as a jumping-off point to discuss specific types of exceptionalism--
America's approach to capital punishment and to free speech, for example--or to explore the social, cultural,
and institutional roots of exceptionalism.

These essays--most of which appear in print here for the first time, and all of which have been revised or
updated since being presented in a year-long lecture series on American exceptionalism at Harvard
University's John F. Kennedy School of Government--are by Stanley Hoffmann, Paul Kahn, Harold Koh,
Frank Michelman, Andrew Moravcsik, John Ruggie, Frederick Schauer, Anne-Marie Slaughter, Carol
Steiker, and Cass Sunstein.
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From reader reviews:

Cary Burgess:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you should have this American Exceptionalism and Human Rights.

Viola Boucher:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for us. The book American Exceptionalism and Human Rights had been making
you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what
advantages for you. The book American Exceptionalism and Human Rights is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also to become your friend when you truly feel bored. You can
spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with the book American Exceptionalism
and Human Rights. You never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Keith Karam:

The ability that you get from American Exceptionalism and Human Rights is the more deep you digging the
information that hide inside words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is
hard to be aware of but American Exceptionalism and Human Rights giving you thrill feeling of reading.
The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read the item
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We propose you for having this American Exceptionalism and Human Rights
instantly.

Donald Murray:

This American Exceptionalism and Human Rights tend to be reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this American Exceptionalism and Human Rights can be on
the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed an
individual with information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy,
you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this
American Exceptionalism and Human Rights giving you an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it
and revel in reading.
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