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“If I had been present at the Creation,” the thirteenth-century Spanish philosopher-king Alfonso X is said to
have stated, “Many faults in the universe would have been avoided.” Known as El Sabio, “the Wise,”
Alfonso was renowned by friends and enemies alike for his sparkling intellect and extraordinary cultural
achievements. In The Wise King, celebrated historian Simon R. Doubleday traces the story of the king’s life
and times, leading us deep into his emotional world and showing how his intense admiration for Spain’s rich
Islamic culture paved the way for the European Renaissance.

In 1252, when Alfonso replaced his more militaristic father on the throne of Castile and León, the battle to
reconquer Muslim territory on the Iberian Peninsula was raging fiercely. But even as he led his Christian
soldiers onto the battlefield, Alfonso was seduced by the glories of Muslim Spain. His engagement with the
Arabic-speaking culture of the South shaped his pursuit of astronomy, for which he was famed for centuries,
and his profoundly humane vision of the world, which Dante, Petrarch, and later Italian humanists would
inherit. A composer of lyric verses, and patron of works on board games, hunting, and the properties of
stones, Alfonso is best known today for his Cantigas de Santa María (Songs of Holy Mary), which offer a
remarkable window onto his world. His ongoing struggles as a king and as a man were distilled—in art,
music, literature, and architecture—into something sublime that speaks to us powerfully across the centuries.

An intimate biography of the Spanish ruler in whom two cultures converged, The Wise King introduces
readers to a Renaissance man before his time, whose creative energy in the face of personal turmoil and
existential threats to his kingdom would transform the course of Western history.
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From reader reviews:

Arlen Bullock:

This The Wise King: A Christian Prince, Muslim Spain, and the Birth of the Renaissance are reliable for you
who want to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Wise King: A Christian
Prince, Muslim Spain, and the Birth of the Renaissance can be one of the great books you must have is
actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that probably will
shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Wise King: A Christian
Prince, Muslim Spain, and the Birth of the Renaissance forcing you to have an enormous of experience such
as rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's
have it and luxuriate in reading.

Joyce Johnson:

The actual book The Wise King: A Christian Prince, Muslim Spain, and the Birth of the Renaissance will
bring you to definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very
unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Wise King:
A Christian Prince, Muslim Spain, and the Birth of the Renaissance is much recommended to you you just
read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Sylvia Kirby:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lots
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare
time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is actually The Wise King: A Christian Prince, Muslim Spain, and the Birth of the Renaissance.

Curt Stewart:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just searching for the The Wise King: A Christian Prince, Muslim Spain, and the Birth of the
Renaissance when you desired it?
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