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How do rituals work? Although this is one of the first questions that people everywhere ask about rituals,
little has been written explicitly on the topic. In The Problem of Ritual Efficacy, nine scholars address this
issue, ranging across the fields of history, anthropology, medicine, and biblical studies.

For "modern" people, the very notion of ritual efficacy is suspicious because rituals are widely thought of as
merely symbolic or expressive, so that - by definition - they cannot be efficacious. Nevertheless people in
many cultures assume that rituals do indeed "work," and when we take a closer look at who makes claims for
ritual efficacy (and who disputes such claims), we learn a great deal about the social and historical contexts
of such debates. Moving from the pre-modern era-in which the notion of ritual efficacy was not particularly
controversial-into the skeptical present, the authors address a set of debates between positivists, natural
scientists, and religious skeptics on the one side, and interpretive social scientists, phenomenologists, and
religious believers on the other. Some contributors advance a particular theory of ritual efficacy while others
ask whether the question makes any sense at all.

This path-breaking interdisciplinary collection will be of interest to readers in anthropology, history,
religious studies, humanities and the social sciences broadly defined, and makes an important contribution to
the larger conversation about what ritual does and why it matters to think about such things.
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From reader reviews:

William Herold:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Problem of Ritual Efficacy (Oxford Ritual Studies).

Evelyn Roberts:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you read,
if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The The Problem of Ritual Efficacy (Oxford Ritual
Studies) is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Cindi Russell:

Often the book The Problem of Ritual Efficacy (Oxford Ritual Studies) has a lot info on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the point
easily after scanning this book.

Jo Villegas:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Problem of Ritual Efficacy (Oxford Ritual
Studies) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Problem of Ritual
Efficacy (Oxford Ritual Studies) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example
Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to
choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that will.
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