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"With Aesthetic Reason, Alan Singer makes a significant and unique contribution to the debate about the
ethical significance of art and aesthetic experience. . . . On every front, SingerÂ’s book offers fresh
perspectives on aesthetic experience that require attention from philosophers, historians, and critics of
literature and art."Â—Gregg M. Horowitz, Vanderbilt University

In recent years the category of the aesthetic has been judged inadequate to the tasks of literary criticism. It
has been attacked for promoting class-based ideologies of distinction, for cultivating political apathy, and for
indulging irrational sensuous decadence. Aesthetic Reason reexamines the history of aesthetic theorizing that
has led to this critical alienation from works of art and proposes an alternative view. The book is a defense of
the relevance and usefulness of the aesthetic as a cognitive resource of human experience. It challenges the
contemporary critical tendency to treat aesthetic value as separate from the realms of human agency and
sociopolitical change.

The argument unfolds through a review of the cognitivist traditions in post-Enlightenment aesthetic theory
and through SingerÂ’s own articulation of a model of ethical subjectivity that is derived from the Greek
concept of akrasia, which recognizes the intrinsic fallibility of human action. His focus on akratic
subjectivity is aimed at revealing how the artwork has the potential to enhance human development by
cultivating habits of self-transformation. Along these lines, he shows that the aesthetic has affinities with the
logic of reversal/recognition in Greek tragedy and with theories of subject formation based on intersubjective
recognition. The marking of these affinities sets up a discussion of how the aesthetic can serve protocols of
rational choice-making. Within this perspective, aesthetic practice is revealed to be a meaningful social
enterprise rather than an effete refuge from the conflicts of social existence.

The theoretical scope of the book encompasses arguments by Plato, Aristotle, Nietzsche, Kant, Hegel,
Adorno, Lyotard, Bourdieu, Derrida, Althusser, and Nancy. SingerÂ’s exposition of "akratic subjectivity" is
advanced through readings of literary texts by Sophocles, Melville, Beckett, Joyce, and Faulkner as well as
visual texts by Caravaggio, Cindy Sherman, Barbara Kruger, and Gerhard Richter.
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From reader reviews:

Chester Grantham:

This book untitled Aesthetic Reason: Artworks and the Deliberative Ethos (Literature and Philosophy) to be
one of several books that will best seller in this year, this is because when you read this publication you can
get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it by means of
online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since
you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this reserve
from your list.

Melvin Bragg:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer could be Aesthetic Reason: Artworks and the Deliberative Ethos
(Literature and Philosophy) why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Amanda Bell:

You will get this Aesthetic Reason: Artworks and the Deliberative Ethos (Literature and Philosophy) by visit
the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you get difficulties
for the knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed and also can
you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking because of your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Anthony Alfaro:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information coming
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news. In
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just searching for
the Aesthetic Reason: Artworks and the Deliberative Ethos (Literature and Philosophy) when you essential
it?
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