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This translation maintains the fervor and power of the original text, but has been crafted for the modern
reader The Imitation of Christ has appeared in more editions and in more languages than any other book
except the Bible. Samuel Johnson once remarked to Bowell that it "must be a good book, as the world has
opened its arms to receive it." Others have praised it as well, including Thomas Carlyle, George Eliot,
Thomas De Quincey, and Matthew Arnold. Among the religious, St. Ignatius Loyola translated it, and Pope
John Paul I was said to have been reading it the night that he died. It has been standard fare in religious
training and personal devotion for centuries. Yet today, few people know the Imitation and those who do
more often than not think it hopelessly out of date, a pre-Vatican II relic, full of contempt for the world and
self-loathing. It is a curious state of affairs, and one that reveals more about a contemporary audience's
response to the book than it does about the book itself. When a contemporary reader encounters a line such
as "this is the highest wisdom: through contempt of the world to aspire to the kingdom of heaven," his
response is a very different one from that of a fifteenth- or nineteenth- century reader. For an "uninformed
response" (as Stanley Fish would say) to the contemptus mundi theme, the reader must draw deeply on a vast
complex of literary, linguistic, historical, and theological knowledge. Creasy's translation of the Imitation
strives to recreate a text that provides an analogous experience to that of the fifteenth-century reader. Relying
heavily on reader-response theory, he incorporates an "informed reader's" response into the text itself. Where
possible, the text echoes both the deep structure and the surface structure of the Latin-even to the point of
replicating sentence structures and rhetorical devices while avoiding any distortion of the reader's
experience.
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From reader reviews:

Sherry Spears:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Imitation of Christ by Thomas a Kempis:
A New Reading of the 1441 Latin Autograph Manuscript, you can enjoy both. It is great combination right,
you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Lela Koehn:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book,
and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended to you is The Imitation of Christ by Thomas a Kempis: A New Reading of the 1441 Latin
Autograph Manuscript this publication consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now.
This specific book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer require
to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some study when he makes this book. That is
why this book ideal all of you.

Carol Benally:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere?
It okay you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The
Imitation of Christ by Thomas a Kempis: A New Reading of the 1441 Latin Autograph Manuscript which is
finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Hayden Wolfe:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book The Imitation of Christ by Thomas a
Kempis: A New Reading of the 1441 Latin Autograph Manuscript to make your own personal reading is
interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple
book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to
be very first opinion for you to like to available a book and study it. Beside that the publication The Imitation
of Christ by Thomas a Kempis: A New Reading of the 1441 Latin Autograph Manuscript can to be your



brand-new friend when you're experience alone and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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