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Jazz: A History of America's Music Geoffrey C. Ward, Ken Burns
The companion volume to the ten-part PBS TV series by the team responsible for
The Civil War and Baseball.

Continuing in the tradition of their critically acclaimed works, Geoffrey C. Ward and Ken Burns vividly
bring to life the story of the quintessential American music—jazz. Born in the black community of turn-of-
the-century New Orleans but played from the beginning by musicians of every color, jazz celebrates all
Americans at their best.

Here are the stories of the extraordinary men and women who made the music: Louis Armstrong, the
fatherless waif whose unrivaled genius helped turn jazz into a soloist's art and influenced every singer, every
instrumentalist who came after him; Duke Ellington, the pampered son of middle-class parents who turned a
whole orchestra into his personal instrument, wrote nearly two thousand pieces for it, and captured more of
American life than any other composer. Bix Beiderbecke, the doomed cornet prodigy who showed white
musicians that they too could make an important contribution to the music; Benny Goodman, the immigrants'
son who learned the clarinet to help feed his family, but who grew up to teach a whole country how to dance;
Billie Holiday, whose distinctive style routinely transformed mediocre music into great art; Charlie Parker,
who helped lead a musical revolution, only to destroy himself at thirty-four; and Miles Davis, whose search
for fresh ways to sound made him the most influential jazz musician of his generation, and then led him to
abandon jazz altogether. Buddy Bolden, Jelly Roll Morton, Dizzy Gillespie, Art Tatum, Count Basie, Dave
Brubeck, Artie Shaw, and Ella Fitzgerald are all here; so are Sidney Bechet, Coleman Hawkins, Lester
Young, John Coltrane, Ornette Coleman, and a host of others.

But Jazz is more than mere biography. The history of the music echoes the history of twentieth-century
America. Jazz provided the background for the giddy era that F. Scott Fitzgerald called the Jazz Age. The
irresistible pulse of big-band swing lifted the spirits and boosted American morale during the Great
Depression and World War II. The virtuosic, demanding style called bebop mirrored the stepped-up pace and
dislocation that came with peace. During the Cold War era, jazz served as a propaganda weapon—and
forged links with the burgeoning counterculture. The story of jazz encompasses the story of American
courtship and show business; the epic growth of great cities—New Orleans and Chicago, Kansas City and
New York—and the struggle for civil rights and simple justice that continues into the new millennium.

Visually stunning, with more than five hundred photographs, some never before published, this book, like
the music it chronicles, is an exploration—and a celebration—of the American experiment.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Dave Thomas:

The book Jazz: A History of America's Music can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book Jazz: A History
of America's Music? A number of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that book can give
many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data
that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Jazz: A
History of America's Music has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You
can appearance the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Brian Griffith:

Often the book Jazz: A History of America's Music will bring you to definitely the new experience of
reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new
book to read, this book very suited to you. The book Jazz: A History of America's Music is much
recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to
read the book.

Luther Keller:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real their hobby.
They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing reading very
seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful photos on
there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this period,
many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this
Jazz: A History of America's Music can make you really feel more interested to read.

Mary Quinn:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. Many kinds
of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra Jazz: A History of America's
Music.



Download and Read Online Jazz: A History of America's Music
Geoffrey C. Ward, Ken Burns #RXLQCOE21PT



Read Jazz: A History of America's Music by Geoffrey C. Ward,
Ken Burns for online ebook

Jazz: A History of America's Music by Geoffrey C. Ward, Ken Burns Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books,
books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub,
read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books
to read Jazz: A History of America's Music by Geoffrey C. Ward, Ken Burns books to read online.

Online Jazz: A History of America's Music by Geoffrey C. Ward, Ken Burns ebook
PDF download

Jazz: A History of America's Music by Geoffrey C. Ward, Ken Burns Doc

Jazz: A History of America's Music by Geoffrey C. Ward, Ken Burns Mobipocket

Jazz: A History of America's Music by Geoffrey C. Ward, Ken Burns EPub


