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The First Amendment of the US Constitution’s Bill of Rights provides expressive freedoms through a
number of "clauses." Among these, the least explored clauses are the Assembly and Petition Clauses, which
provide that "Congress shall make no law…abridging…the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to
petition the Government for a redress of grievances." Most scholarly literature about the First Amendment
omits consideration of these core concepts, which date back at least as far as the Magna Carta. This omission
exists despite the fact that the US Supreme Court has termed these rights "among the most precious of
liberties guaranteed by the Bill of Rights" (United Mine Workers v. Illinois Bar Association [1967]).
This is the first anthology of scholarship about the Assembly and Petition Clauses, and as such it is a
valuable addition to First Amendment literature. Editor Margaret M. Russell has assembled articles that shed
light on the origins, history, scope, and contemporary relevance of the rights of petition and assembly.
The first section treats the meaning of the assembly and petition clauses together and in constitutional
context, in response to some scholars who have pointed out that the two rights are linguistically and
inextricably linked in the text of the First Amendment. The second section turns separately to the Petition
Clause, which only in the past two decades has generated significant legal scholarly attention. The third
section focuses on the Assembly Clause, which has sparked considerably less scholarly attention, perhaps
because it is often collapsed conceptually with the Free Speech clause.
This lucidly written, well-organized anthology will be of great value to students and scholars of the law,
American history, and political science, as well as anyone with an interest in our basic rights.
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From reader reviews:

Danielle Rhodes:

In other case, little people like to read book Freedom of Assembly and Petition: The First Amendment, Its
Constitutional History and the Contemporary Debate (Bill of Rights). You can choose the best book if you
love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important any book Freedom of Assembly and
Petition: The First Amendment, Its Constitutional History and the Contemporary Debate (Bill of Rights).
You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because
from book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library.
Let's go through.

Terry Klatt:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Freedom of Assembly and
Petition: The First Amendment, Its Constitutional History and the Contemporary Debate (Bill of Rights) is
our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Ella Carlson:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Freedom of Assembly and Petition: The First
Amendment, Its Constitutional History and the Contemporary Debate (Bill of Rights) can be the answer, oh
how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this
brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

David Baxter:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book Freedom of Assembly and Petition:
The First Amendment, Its Constitutional History and the Contemporary Debate (Bill of Rights) to make your
current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you just
like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about
book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book and examine it.
Beside that the book Freedom of Assembly and Petition: The First Amendment, Its Constitutional History
and the Contemporary Debate (Bill of Rights) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel



alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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