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The Chinese invented gunpowder and began exploring its military uses as early as the 900s, four centuries
before the technology passed to the West. But by the early 1800s, China had fallen so far behind the West in
gunpowder warfare that it was easily defeated by Britain in the Opium War of 1839-42. What happened? In
The Gunpowder Age, Tonio Andrade offers a compelling new answer, opening a fresh perspective on a key
question of world history: why did the countries of western Europe surge to global importance starting in the
1500s while China slipped behind?

Historians have long argued that gunpowder weapons helped Europeans establish global hegemony. Yet the
inhabitants of what is today China not only invented guns and bombs but also, as Andrade shows, continued
to innovate in gunpowder technology through the early 1700s--much longer than previously thought. Why,
then, did China become so vulnerable? Andrade argues that one significant reason is that it was out of
practice fighting wars, having enjoyed nearly a century of relative peace, since 1760. Indeed, he
demonstrates that China--like Europe--was a powerful military innovator, particularly during times of great
warfare, such as the violent century starting after the Opium War, when the Chinese once again quickly
modernized their forces. Today, China is simply returning to its old position as one of the world's great
military powers.

By showing that China's military dynamism was deeper, longer lasting, and more quickly recovered than
previously understood, The Gunpowder Age challenges long-standing explanations of the so-called Great
Divergence between the West and Asia.
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From reader reviews:

Martin Adams:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you should have this The Gunpowder Age: China, Military Innovation, and the Rise of the
West in World History.

Carl Kile:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be smart in
having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can help
individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Gunpowder Age: China, Military
Innovation, and the Rise of the West in World History book because this book offers you rich facts and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already
know.

Katie Barry:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one
using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the The Gunpowder Age: China, Military
Innovation, and the Rise of the West in World History is kind of publication which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Kenneth Leishman:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know everything
we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has been exactly
added. This reserve The Gunpowder Age: China, Military Innovation, and the Rise of the West in World
History was filled about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a
book, you can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you
just wanted.
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