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For commoners in the Qing dynasty, the most salient agents of the imperial state were not the emperor's
appointed officials but rather the clerks and runners of the county yamen, the lowest level of functionaries in
the Qing state's administrative hierarchy. Yet until now we have known very little about these critically
important persons beyond the caricatured portrayals of corruption and venality left by Qing high officials and
elites.

Drawing from the rich archival records of Ba county, Sichuan, the author challenges the simplicity of these
portrayals by taking us inside the county yamen to provide the first detailed look at local administrative
practice from the perspective of those who actually carried it out. Who were the county clerks and runners?
How were they recruited, organized, disciplined, and rewarded? What was the economic basis for a career in
the yamen? How did clerks and runners view themselves as well as legitimize their role in Qing government?
And what impact did their interests and practices have on symbolically laden elements of imperial
government such as the magistrate's court?

In addressing these questions, the author traverses the disjuncture between statutory regulations and the
realities of daily administrative practice, uncovering a realm of informal, semiautonomous, yet highly
structured and even rationalized procedures. Although frequently in violation of formal law, this extra-
statutory system nevertheless remained an irreducible component of local government under the Qing.
Recognizing the centrality of such informal practice to yamen administration forces us to rethink not only
traditional assumptions concerning local corruption in the Qing, but also the ways in which we conceptualize
the boundaries between state and society in late imperial China.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Cherry:

The reserve untitled Talons and Teeth: County Clerks and Runners in the Qing Dynasty (Law, Society, and
Culture in China) is the book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the e-book content
that will be shown to an individual. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure the
information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Talons
and Teeth: County Clerks and Runners in the Qing Dynasty (Law, Society, and Culture in China) from the
publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Joseph Cole:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Talons and Teeth: County Clerks and Runners in the Qing Dynasty (Law, Society, and Culture in
China) your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe
unidentified for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a reserve then
become one application form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get previous to. The Talons
and Teeth: County Clerks and Runners in the Qing Dynasty (Law, Society, and Culture in China) giving you
a different experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful information for your
better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will be pleased
when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary
spending spare time activity?

Raymond Crandall:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You can
view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to
you personally is Talons and Teeth: County Clerks and Runners in the Qing Dynasty (Law, Society, and
Culture in China) this publication consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This
specific book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The language styles that writer make usage
of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he makes this book.
Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.

Michael Larose:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Talons and Teeth: County Clerks and
Runners in the Qing Dynasty (Law, Society, and Culture in China) can be the respond to, oh how comes?



The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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