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Since its publication in Japan ten years ago, the Origins of Modern Japanese Literature has become a
landmark book, playing a pivotal role in defining discussions of modernity in that country. Against a history
of relative inattention on the part of Western translators to modern Asian critical theory, this first English
publication is sure to have a profound effect on current cultural criticism in the West. It is both the boldest
critique of modern Japanese literary history to appear in the post-war era and a major theoretical
intervention, which calls into question the idea of modernity that informs Western consciousness.
In a sweeping reinterpretation of nineteenth-and twentieth-century Japanese literature, Karatani Kojin forces
a reconsideration of the very assumptions underlying our concepts of modernity. In his analysis, such
familiar terms as origin, modern, literature, and the state reveal themselves to be ideological constructs.
Karatani weaves many separate strands into an argument that exposes what has been hidden in both Japanese
and Western accounts of the development of modern culture. Among these strands are: the "discovery" of
landscape in painting and literature and its relation to the inwardness of individual consciousness; the similar
"discovery" in Japanese drama of the naked face as another kind of landscape produced by interiority; the
challenge to the dominance of Chinese characters in writing; the emergence of confessional literature as an
outgrowth of the repression of sexuality and the body; the conversion of the samurai class to Christianity; the
mythologizing of tuberculosis, cancer, and illness in general as a producer of meaning; and the "discovery"
of "the child" as an independent category of human being.
A work that will be important beyond the confines of literary studies, Karatani's analysis challenges basic
Western presumptions of theoretical centrality and originality and disturbs the binary opposition of the
"West" to its so-called "other." Origins of Modern Japanese Literature should be read by all those with an
interest in the development of cultural concepts and in the interrelating factors that have determined
modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Kenny Grant:

This book untitled Origins of Modern Japanese Literature (Post-Contemporary Interventions) to be one of
several books this best seller in this year, here is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of
benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you can order it by way of online.
The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read
this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

Jose Gould:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic from the park.
They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first
thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the publication untitled Origins of Modern Japanese Literature (Post-Contemporary Interventions)
can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Linda Griffin:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find book that need
more time to be examine. Origins of Modern Japanese Literature (Post-Contemporary Interventions) can be
your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Henry Buford:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but novel and Origins of Modern Japanese Literature (Post-
Contemporary Interventions) or others sources were given information for you. After you know how the
truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside science
e-book, any other book likes Origins of Modern Japanese Literature (Post-Contemporary Interventions) to
make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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