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Ronald Dworkin argues that Americans have been systematically misled about what their Constitution is,
and how judges decide what it means. The Constitution, he observes, grants individual rights in extremely
abstract terms. The First Amendment prohibits the passing of laws that “abridge the freedom of speech”; the
Fifth Amendment insists on “due process of law”; and the Fourteenth Amendment demands “equal
protection of the laws” for all persons. What does that abstract language mean when it is applied to the
political controversies that divide Americans?about affirmative action and racial justice, abortion,
euthanasia, capital punishment, censorship, pornography, and homosexuality, for example? Judges, and
ultimately the justices of the Supreme Court, must decide for everyone, and that gives them great power.
How should they decide? Dworkin defends a particular answer to that question, which he calls the “moral
reading” of the Constitution. He argues that the Bill of Rights must be understood as setting out general
moral principles about liberty and equality and dignity, and that private citizens, lawyers, and finally judges
must interpret and apply those general principles by posing and trying to answer more concrete moral
questions. Is freedom to choose abortion really a basic moral right and would curtailing that right be a deep
injustice, for example? Why? In the detailed discussions of individual constitutional issues that form the bulk
of the book, Dworkin shows that our judges do decide hard constitutional cases by posing and answering
such concrete moral questions. Indeed he shows that that is the only way they can decide those cases. But
most judges?and most politicians and most law professors?pretend otherwise. They say that judges must
never treat constitutional issues as moral issues because that would be “undemocratic”?it would mean that
judges were substituting their own moral convictions for those of Congressmen and state legislators who had
been elected by the people. So they insist that judges can, and should, decide in some more mechanical way
which involves no fresh moral judgment on their part. The result, Dworkin shows, has been great
constitutional confusion. Is the premise at the core of this confusion really sound? Is the moral reading?the
only reading of the American Constitution that makes sense?really undemocratic? In spirited and
illuminating discussions both of the great constitutional cases of recent years, and of general constitutional
principles, Dworkin argues, to the contrary, that the distinctly American version of government under
principle, based on the moral reading of the Constitution, is in fact the best account of what democracy really
is.
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From reader reviews:

John Valdez:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is high.
To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Freedom's Law: The Moral
Reading of the American Constitution book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Julie Boyle:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their expertise in writing,
they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this Freedom's Law: The
Moral Reading of the American Constitution.

Jennifer Fields:

The book untitled Freedom's Law: The Moral Reading of the American Constitution contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy means. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored
by famous author. The author brings you in the new time of literary works. You can actually read this book
because you can continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it.
Have a nice go through.

Bruce Smith:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Freedom's Law: The Moral
Reading of the American Constitution.
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