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Between 1935 and 1943, a group of photographers under the direction of Roy Emerson Stryker set out to
photograph the United States for the Farm Security Administration and the Office of War Information.
Photographs taken by this celebrated group, whose ranks included Dorothea Lange, Ben Shahn, Gordon
Parks, Russell Lee and Walker Evans, have since become icons of the 1930s and 1940s. In recent years,
however, their work has been reproduced with little discussion of the particular circumstances surrounding
its creation.

Documenting America takes a fresh look at these remarkable photographs. The book opens with two incisive
essays by Lawrence Levine and Alan Trachtenberg that examine issues central to photography and American
culture. While Levine explains how the pictures portray the complexity of life in the period, balancing scenes
of Depression hard times with images of the pleasures of life, Trachtenberg analyzes the way in which
viewers read photographs and the role of the government picture file that stands between the creation of the
photographs and their use. Both essayists raise important questions about Stryker's grand ambition of a
photographic record of America, about the "ways of seeing" that have grown up around the most famous of
these photographs, and about the whole enterprise of documentary photography and the conventions of
realism.

The images themselves are presented in series selected from groups of pictures created by single
photographers. A documentary photographer often makes dozens of exposures to portray different elements
of the subject, experiment with camera angles, and cover the stages of an event or steps of a process. By
studying these pictures in series, we come closer to the photographer working in the field. We see a tenant
farming community in Gee's Bend, Georgia, the activities of the Salvation Army in San Francisco, and the
hubbub and commotion that filled Chicago's Union Railway Station in 1943. Texts accompanying each of
the book's fifteen series describe the circumstances that gave rise to the creation of the pictures and discuss
the relation between government policy and the subjects of the photographs. The nearly three hundred
images included vividly portray America in the last bitter years of the Great Depression and the first years of
the Second World War.
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From reader reviews:

Della Richardson:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible
Documenting America, 1935-1943 (Approaches to American Culture S)? Maybe it is for being best activity
for you. You understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser
than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Laura Burke:

The ability that you get from Documenting America, 1935-1943 (Approaches to American Culture S) is a
more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to know but Documenting America, 1935-1943 (Approaches to
American Culture S) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in particular
way that can be understood through anyone who read that because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. This specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then
can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this
Documenting America, 1935-1943 (Approaches to American Culture S) instantly.

John Mallery:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for you is Documenting America, 1935-1943 (Approaches to American Culture S) this guide
consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why
is the world has grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically
the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited all of you.

Carolyn Scott:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the top
checklist in your reading list is definitely Documenting America, 1935-1943 (Approaches to American
Culture S). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out to
be precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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