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Since its publication in 1977, Leslie Marmon Silko's Ceremony has become one of the most frequently
assigned and important literary works in the expanded canon. It has garnered praise and respect both as a
masterpiece of American fiction and for its contributions to the growing field of Native American literature.
This casebook helps readers appreciate the work for both its literary merit and for its exploration of
important cultural and historical themes and topics. The initial chapter offers a fresh literary analysis of the
novel, with discussion of character and thematic development. Four topical chapters interweave essays with
primary documents that situate the work within historical contexts and ongoing contemporary issues.
Chapter 2 takes the reader to the heart of the Laguna Pueblo with historical accounts, including a chronology
and excerpts from several treaties dating back to 1848, and cultural perspectives based on epics and legends,
daily life sketches, and traditional arts and crafts. Other historical context chapters explore the impact of
World War II? particularly the development of the atomic bomb?and traditional Native American spiritual
and healing practices. The final chapter of this casebook takes a close look at issues of social welfare and
problems of alcohol in both historical and contemporary contexts. Western views of medicine are juxtaposed
and compared to traditional Native American attitudes and practices.

Each chapter in this casebook relates an important thematic topic from Ceremony to its broader social and
cultural concerns. Readers are invited to move beyond the text to consider the different perspectives offered
by various experts and by people who directly experienced the developments described. Essays help make
the connection between the text and the documents that offer these firsthand and historical experiences.
Teachers will find numerous ways to incoporate these materials in the classroom for discussions and
assignments. Suggested topics and questions are provided with each chapter for educational applications.
Further suggested readings enhance this work as a research and learning tool.
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From reader reviews:

Odis Hillyard:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming
to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Understanding Ceremony: A Student
Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context"
Series) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Neil Calvert:

Understanding Ceremony: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The
Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of
us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge
in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing Understanding Ceremony: A
Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in
Context" Series) nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based
confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information could drawn you into new
stage of crucial thinking.

Ernestine Worrell:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more time
to be study. Understanding Ceremony: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents
(The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) can be your answer given it can be read by an
individual who have those short time problems.

James Robinson:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or
real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that
on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Understanding Ceremony: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and



Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) can make you really feel more
interested to read.
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