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Fray Francisco Atanasio Dominguez, canonical inspector of the missions of New Mexico in 1776, compared
most everything in New Mexico to Mexico City, ''the delightful and alluring cradle of my birth, for which no
praise is ever adequate.'' And hardly anything measured up. He disparaged the people of New Mexico and
the religious art of Spanish immigrant Bernardo de Miera y Pacheco. Then, by an ironic twist later in 1776,
Dominguez found himself on a five-month vision quest with Miera and Fray Silvestre Velez de Escalante.
Dominguez likened New Mexican churches to hacienda granaries, wine cellars, or Mexican pulque parlors.
He found fault with certain of his Franciscan brethren, calling them on their drunkenness, insubordination, or
public scandal. Yet all the while, Father Dominguez maintained the keen eye and curiosity of a born
observer. From no other document do we learn so much about daily life in raw and remote late colonial New
Mexico. How much a nanny goat cost (2 pesos), a fat pig (12 pesos), a trade knife (1 buffalo hide), a captive
Indian girl from twelve to twenty years old (2 good horses and assorted dry goods), or the funeral of a
Spanish child with tall cross and cope (8 pesos); how to prepare atole or chocolate (not coffee); the
resentment of the colony's merchants toward their Chihuahua creditors and the fatalism of New Mexican
families living under constant threat of Comanche attack; or where to catch trout--such details abound.
Dominguez's superiors, however, resentful of his unflattering wordiness and occasional wit, filed his
commentary away unceremoniously and forgot it. Since its rediscovery in 1928 and now published in a new
edition, the unparalleled Dominguez report has often been compared to the 1630 and 1634 memorials of Fray
Alonso de Benavides. The contrast could scarcely be sharper. Benavides looked out hopefully upon a young
colony bent upon the Christian conversion of the Pueblo Indians, and Dominguez saw realistically what an
ever more secular world had wrought. Whereas Benavides condemned Pueblo Indian ceremonial kivas as
dens of devil worship, Dominguez routinely inventoried them as men's club houses. For their timely views,
we are deeply indebted to both men.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Morris:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will need this The Missions of New Mexico, 1776.

Dorothy Whisler:

This The Missions of New Mexico, 1776 are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful
person, why. The reason why of this The Missions of New Mexico, 1776 can be one of many great books
you must have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you actually with information
that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost
everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Missions of New
Mexico, 1776 forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run
of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Jodie Kahl:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this The Missions of
New Mexico, 1776, you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can
inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Caleb Hutto:

The guide untitled The Missions of New Mexico, 1776 is the reserve that recommended to you you just read.
You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that author use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of research when
write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also
will get the e-book of The Missions of New Mexico, 1776 from the publisher to make you far more enjoy
free time.
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