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Much as we speak of junk food, junk bonds, and junk mail to describe commodities that lack substance or
fail in their functions, Samuel Levin argues that we are currently beset by a new category of “junkspeak.”
Motivated by a psychological desire to sound more sophisticated, people everywhere are filling their speech
and writing with linguistic faux pas that hinder effective communication. Shades of Meaning is a handy
guide to words and expressions that are frequently misused by even the most articulate and intelligent users
of English. Levin brings to bear an enormous learning in describing not only the distinctions among
frequently misused terms but also the linguistic roots of those distinctions and the psychological factors that
motivate our errors.The book contains an alphabetized list of articles, most of which explain the subtle
semantic distinctions between pairs of words that are often confused. Levin examines word pairs such as
illumine/illuminate, partly/partially, unsatisfied/dissatisfied, flaunt/flout, and continual/continuous. Through
the use of concise and witty examples, Levin makes these subtle differences clear. Other articles treat
grammar and syntax that trip up even the most skilled writers and speakers. In addition, Levin introduces
relevant aspects of etymology and the historical development of the language. Shades of Meaning is a small
gem that will take its place in the library of classic reference works.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Stewart:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important usually. The book Shades Of Meaning: Reflections On The Use,
Misuse, And Abuse Of English was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can
take more information. It is very advantages for you. The book Shades Of Meaning: Reflections On The Use,
Misuse, And Abuse Of English is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to get
your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make
relationship together with the book Shades Of Meaning: Reflections On The Use, Misuse, And Abuse Of
English. You never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Donald Jones:

The e-book with title Shades Of Meaning: Reflections On The Use, Misuse, And Abuse Of English posesses
a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book
exist new knowledge the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world
currently. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. That book will bring
you in new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

Willie Quinones:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and
soon. The Shades Of Meaning: Reflections On The Use, Misuse, And Abuse Of English will give you a new
experience in studying a book.

Sherry Nicholson:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This e-book Shades Of Meaning: Reflections On The Use, Misuse, And Abuse Of English
was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a
book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book
that you wanted.
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