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In a career writing fiction that spans more than 40 years, James A. Michener has refined the art of telling an
engrossing story while presenting massive amounts of factual information. His narratives are characterized
by an acute sense of place and important themes such as human tolerance, the relationship between human
beings and their environment, and the value of human courage and hard work. This study is the first to assess
and analyze his fictional work in more than ten years and discusses his recent fiction, as well as his important
historical fiction. The work features a biographical chapter, an overview of his fictional works, and close,
critical readings of nine of his most noted novels which will be of special interest to students of American
history.

An opening chapter discusses his life, including his childhood, education, travels, and the path that led him to
become a premier storyteller. The overview chapter examines the characteristics of his fiction and general
thematic concerns and offers brief consideration of the novels not analyzed in indivual chapters. The
remaining eight chapters focus on individual novels: The Fires of Spring, Hawaii, Centennial, Chesapeake,
The Covenant, Space, Texas, Alaska, and Miracle in Seville. Each novel is analyzed for plot structure,
characterization, and thematic elements. In addition, Severson defines and applies alternative critical
perspectives from which to read the novel. A complete, up-to-date bibliography of Michener's fiction and
bibliography of reviews and criticism complete the work. This up-to-date critique of Michener's work will
supercede the out-of-date works on the public library shelf and will support the secondary school
interdisciplinary American history/literature curriculum.
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From reader reviews:

Johanna Hernandez:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called James A. Michener - A
Critical Companion (Critical Companions To Popular Contemporary Writers Series)? Maybe it is for being
best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book,
you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Tara Carlson:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this James A. Michener - A Critical
Companion (Critical Companions To Popular Contemporary Writers Series) book because book offers you
rich details and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it
you probably know this.

Jeffery Bruce:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read
you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a book. The book James A. Michener - A Critical Companion
(Critical Companions To Popular Contemporary Writers Series) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot
of individuals who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have
enough space to deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book
from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers high quality.

Roosevelt Alday:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they will get
lot of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when the spare
time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read will be
James A. Michener - A Critical Companion (Critical Companions To Popular Contemporary Writers Series).
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