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A son of poor Jamaican immigrants who grew up in Depression-era Harlem, Harry Belafonte became the
first black performer to gain artistic control over the representation of African Americans in commercial
television and film. Forging connections with an astonishing array of consequential players on the American
scene in the decades following World War II—from Paul Robeson to Ed Sullivan, John Kennedy to Stokely
Carmichael—Belafonte established his place in American culture as a hugely popular singer, matinee idol,
internationalist, and champion of civil rights, black pride, and black power.

In Becoming Belafonte, Judith E. Smith presents the first full-length interpretive study of this multitalented
artist. She sets Belafonte's compelling story within a history of American race relations, black theater and
film history, McCarthy-era hysteria, and the challenges of introducing multifaceted black culture in a
moment of expanding media possibilities and constrained political expression. Smith traces Belafonte's roots
in the radical politics of the 1940s, his careful negotiation of the complex challenges of the Cold War 1950s,
and his full flowering as a civil rights advocate and internationally acclaimed performer in the 1960s. In
Smith's account, Belafonte emerges as a relentless activist, a questing intellectual, and a tireless organizer.
From his first national successes as a singer of Calypso-inflected songs to the dedication he brought to
producing challenging material on television and film regardless of its commercial potential, Belafonte
stands as a singular figure in American cultural history—a performer who never shied away from the
dangerous crossroads where art and politics meet.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Capps:

The knowledge that you get from Becoming Belafonte: Black Artist, Public Radical (Discovering America)
could be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Becoming Belafonte: Black
Artist, Public Radical (Discovering America) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys
their point in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of
this e-book is well-known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for
having this particular Becoming Belafonte: Black Artist, Public Radical (Discovering America) instantly.

Jeremy Robinson:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are many
kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their talent in writing,
they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this Becoming Belafonte:
Black Artist, Public Radical (Discovering America).

Bonnie Camacho:

Typically the book Becoming Belafonte: Black Artist, Public Radical (Discovering America) has a lot info
on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by
the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very
easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this book.

Corey Cook:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get great deal of
stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there when the spare time
coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be
your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book you have read is definitely Becoming
Belafonte: Black Artist, Public Radical (Discovering America).
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