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The history of mountaineering has long served as a metaphor for civilization triumphant. Once upon a time,
the Alps were an inaccessible habitat of specters and dragons, until heroic men—pioneers of
enlightenment—scaled their summits, classified their strata and flora, and banished the phantoms forever. A
fascinating interdisciplinary study of the first ascents of the major Alpine peaks and Mount Everest, The
Summits of Modern Man surveys the far-ranging significance of our encounters with the world’s most
alluring and forbidding heights.

Our obsession with “who got to the top first” may have begun in 1786, the year Jacques Balmat and Michel-
Gabriel Paccard climbed Mont Blanc and inaugurated an era in which Romantic notions of the sublime
spurred climbers’ aspirations. In the following decades, climbing lost its revolutionary cachet as it became
associated instead with bourgeois outdoor leisure. Still, the mythic stories of mountaineers, threaded through
with themes of imperialism, masculinity, and ascendant Western science and culture, seized the imagination
of artists and historians well into the twentieth century, providing grist for stage shows, poetry, films, and
landscape paintings.

Today, we live on the threshold of a hot planet, where melting glaciers and rising sea levels create
ambivalence about the conquest of nature. Long after Hillary and Tenzing’s ascent of Everest, though, the
image of modern man supreme on the mountaintop retains its currency. Peter Hansen’s exploration of these
persistent images indicates how difficult it is to imagine our relationship with nature in terms other than
domination.
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From reader reviews:

Terri Wiggins:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be consider when those
information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then
you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen with you if you take The Summits of Modern Man: Mountaineering after the Enlightenment as your
daily resource information.

Melvin Bragg:

Why? Because this The Summits of Modern Man: Mountaineering after the Enlightenment is an unordinary
book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret it
inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning completely. So
, it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will
give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

Fran Short:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is The Summits of Modern Man: Mountaineering after the Enlightenment
this reserve consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to
understand. Typically the writer made some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited
all of you.

Irish Watts:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This e-book The Summits of Modern Man: Mountaineering after the Enlightenment
was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a book. If you know how big



benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to get
book that you simply wanted.
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