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Heresy is a central concept in the formation of Orthodox Christianity. Where does this notion come from?
This book traces the construction of the idea of ‘heresy’ in the rhetoric of ideological disagreements in
Second Temple Jewish and early Christian texts and in the development of the polemical rhetoric against
‘heretics,’ called heresiology. Here, author Robert Royalty argues, one finds the origin of what comes to be
labelled ‘heresy’ in the second century. In other words, there was such as thing as ‘heresy’ in ancient Jewish
and Christian discourse before it was called ‘heresy.’ And by the end of the first century, the notion of heresy
was integral to the political positioning of the early orthodox Christian party within the Roman Empire and
the range of other Christian communities.

This book is an original contribution to the field of Early Christian studies. Recent treatments of the origins
of heresy and Christian identity have focused on the second century rather than on the earlier texts including
the New Testament. The book further makes a methodological contribution by blurring the line between
New Testament Studies and Early Christian studies, employing ideological and post-colonial critical
methods.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Riddle:

The book The Origin of Heresy: A History of Discourse in Second Temple Judaism and Early Christianity
(Routledge Studies in Religion) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why
must we leave a good thing like a book The Origin of Heresy: A History of Discourse in Second Temple
Judaism and Early Christianity (Routledge Studies in Religion)? A number of you have a different opinion
about book. But one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to
closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you could
share all of these. Book The Origin of Heresy: A History of Discourse in Second Temple Judaism and Early
Christianity (Routledge Studies in Religion) has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function
for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

William Moreau:

The particular book The Origin of Heresy: A History of Discourse in Second Temple Judaism and Early
Christianity (Routledge Studies in Religion) will bring one to the new experience of reading a new book. The
author style to describe the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book you just read, this book very
ideal to you. The book The Origin of Heresy: A History of Discourse in Second Temple Judaism and Early
Christianity (Routledge Studies in Religion) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-
book from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Sarah Acres:

The book The Origin of Heresy: A History of Discourse in Second Temple Judaism and Early Christianity
(Routledge Studies in Religion) has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you
can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author. The author makes some research
before write this book. This book very easy to read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Debra Davin:

The Origin of Heresy: A History of Discourse in Second Temple Judaism and Early Christianity (Routledge
Studies in Religion) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away
because this publication has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort
to set every word into joy arrangement in writing The Origin of Heresy: A History of Discourse in Second
Temple Judaism and Early Christianity (Routledge Studies in Religion) yet doesn't forget the main level,
giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered one
of it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.
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