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"This book, then, is the story of how a farmer's son from Scotland learned to peer into the deepest abysses of
time. It is a drama of personality, landscape and ideas, of an intellectual revolution that shaped our world--
and of a man whose vision, rooted in antiquity yet tinged with modern philosophies, was not only ahead of
his own time but speaks to our new century."--From the Foreword

In the eighteenth century, the received wisdom, following Bishop Ussher's careful biblical calculations, was
that the Earth was just six thousand years old. James Hutton, a gentleman farmer with a passion for rocks,
knew that could not be the case. Looking at the formation of irregular strata in the layers of the Earth he
boldly deduced that a much longer span of time would be required for the landscape he saw to have evolved.
In the lusty and turbulent world of Enlightenment Scotland, he set out to prove it.

He could not have achieved this without the help of his friends. Hutton's entourage in Edinburgh would turn
out to be the leading thinkers of the age, including Erasmus Darwin, Adam Smith, James Watt, David Hume,
and Joseph Black. But Hutton had his enemies, too. His geological theories would ignite profound religious
debate and was condemned as "a wild and unnatural notion" that would lead to "skepticism, and at last to
downright infidelity and atheism."

Ultimately, however, his revelation was one of the most extraordinary and essential moments in scientific
history. Hutton's discovery of deep time changed our view of humanity's place in the universe forever.

Like Dava Sobel's bestselling Longitude, Ages In Chaos vividly captures a transcendent moment in the
history of human accomplishment.
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From reader reviews:

Jo Daigneault:

The book Ages in Chaos: James Hutton and the Discovery of Deep Time give you a sense of feeling enjoy
for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your
best friend when you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
looking at a book Ages in Chaos: James Hutton and the Discovery of Deep Time to get your habit, you can
get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a publication Ages in Chaos: James
Hutton and the Discovery of Deep Time. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Georgetta Watson:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its
handle may doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not
while fantastic as in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be Ages in Chaos: James Hutton and
the Discovery of Deep Time why because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Michael Walsh:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the
information better to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to your account is Ages in Chaos: James Hutton and the Discovery of Deep Time this book
consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how
do the world has grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The
writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.

Joseph Wilds:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to help year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to
around the world. Through the book Ages in Chaos: James Hutton and the Discovery of Deep Time we can
take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with that



book Ages in Chaos: James Hutton and the Discovery of Deep Time. You can more inviting than now.
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