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In recent years, public debate has raged over the issue of maternal choice. While personal testimony and
political argument have received widespread attention, artistic representations of birth and abortion have
been submerged. Judith Wilt offers the first look at how contemporary writers tell and retell the stories that
shape our perceptions about abortion. She reveals that the struggle to plot these painful, complex narratives
of choice, control, guilt, loss, and liberation has preoccupied an astonishing number of our most
distinguished novelists, male and female alike. Readers of twentieth-century novels are more likely to
encounter plots centered on maternal choice than those dealing with the more traditional problems of
courtship and marriage.

In the opening of the book, Wilt discusses real case histories of several women. After studying the
ambiguities of their decisions, she turns to their counterpoints depicted in contemporary fiction. Working
from a feminist perspective, Wilt traces the theme of maternal choice in works by Margaret Atwood,
Margaret Drabble, Joan Didion, Mary Gordon, Alice Walker, Toni Morrison, Gloria Naylor, Marge Piercy,
Thomas Keneally, Graham Swift, Ernest Hemingway, William Faulkner, John Barth, John Irving, and
others.

Behind the political, medical, and moral debates on abortion, Wilt argues, is a profound psychocultural shock
at the recognition that maternity is passing from the domain of instinct to that of conscious choice. Although
never wholly instinctual, maternity's potential capture by consciousness raises complex questions. The
novels Wilt discusses portray worlds in which principles are endangered by sexual inequality, male power
and hidden male fear of abandonment, impotence, female submission, and covert rage, and, in the case of
black maternity, the hideous aftermath of slavery.

Wilt provides a resonant new context for debates—whether political or personal—on the issue of abortion
and maternal choice. Ultimately she enables us to rethink how we shape our own identities and lives.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Pullen:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Abortion, Choice, and Contemporary Fiction: The Armageddon of the
Maternal Instinct. Try to make book Abortion, Choice, and Contemporary Fiction: The Armageddon of the
Maternal Instinct as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you sense alone and beside
regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book
makes you far more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we should make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Felicia Sharpton:

The book Abortion, Choice, and Contemporary Fiction: The Armageddon of the Maternal Instinct can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we
leave the great thing like a book Abortion, Choice, and Contemporary Fiction: The Armageddon of the
Maternal Instinct? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give
many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts
that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Abortion,
Choice, and Contemporary Fiction: The Armageddon of the Maternal Instinct has simple shape but the truth
is know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Gloria Todd:

The knowledge that you get from Abortion, Choice, and Contemporary Fiction: The Armageddon of the
Maternal Instinct will be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you
get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Abortion, Choice,
and Contemporary Fiction: The Armageddon of the Maternal Instinct giving you thrill feeling of reading.
The article writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by means of anyone who read
this because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We highly recommend you for having this specific Abortion, Choice, and Contemporary
Fiction: The Armageddon of the Maternal Instinct instantly.

Edward Sullivan:

You can obtain this Abortion, Choice, and Contemporary Fiction: The Armageddon of the Maternal Instinct
by check out the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by simply written or printed



but also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by
your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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