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An engrossing study of Leo Africanus and his famous book, which introduced Africa to European
readers
 
Al-Hasan al-Wazzan--born in Granada to a Muslim family that in 1492 went to Morocco, where he traveled
extensively on behalf of the sultan of Fez--is known to historians as Leo Africanus, author of the first
geography of Africa to be published in Europe (in 1550). He had been captured by Christian pirates in the
Mediterranean and imprisoned by the pope, then released, baptized, and allowed a European life of
scholarship as the Christian writer Giovanni Leone. In this fascinating new book, the distinguished historian
Natalie Zemon Davis offers a virtuoso study of the fragmentary, partial, and often contradictory traces that
al-Hasan al-Wazzan left behind him, and a superb interpretation of his extraordinary life and work.
 
Davis describes all the sectors of her hero's life in rich detail, scrutinizing the evidence of al-Hasan's
movement between cultural worlds; the Islamic and Arab traditions, genres, and ideas available to him; and
his adventures with Christians and Jews in a European community of learned men and powerful church
leaders. In depicting the life of this adventurous border-crosser, Davis suggests the many ways cultural
barriers are negotiated and diverging traditions are fused.
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From reader reviews:

Delores Nault:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for us. The book Trickster Travels: A Sixteenth-Century Muslim Between
Worlds was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is
quite advantages for you. The reserve Trickster Travels: A Sixteenth-Century Muslim Between Worlds is not
only giving you much more new information but also to get your friend when you sense bored. You can
spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship together with the book
Trickster Travels: A Sixteenth-Century Muslim Between Worlds. You never feel lose out for everything
should you read some books.

Lee Henry:

This Trickster Travels: A Sixteenth-Century Muslim Between Worlds book is just not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information
inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of
information you will get. This specific Trickster Travels: A Sixteenth-Century Muslim Between Worlds
without we know teach the one who reading through it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't
become worry Trickster Travels: A Sixteenth-Century Muslim Between Worlds can bring any time you are
and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely
laptop even cell phone. This Trickster Travels: A Sixteenth-Century Muslim Between Worlds having fine
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Juana Houck:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one along with
theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Trickster Travels: A Sixteenth-Century Muslim
Between Worlds is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Sharonda Adair:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider if those
information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then
you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen inside you if you take Trickster Travels: A Sixteenth-Century Muslim Between Worlds as the daily
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