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Following his groundbreaking explorations of the blues and American popular music in Escaping the Delta
and How the Beatles Destroyed Rock 'n' Roll, Elijah Wald turns his attention to the tradition of African
American street rhyming and verbal combat that ruled urban neighborhoods long before rap: the viciously
funny, outrageously inventive insult game called "the dozens."

At its simplest, the dozens is a comic concatenation of "yo' mama" jokes. At its most complex, it is a form of
social interaction that reaches back to African ceremonial rituals. Whether considered vernacular poetry,
verbal dueling, a test of street cool, or just a mess of dirty insults, the dozens has been a basic building block
of African-American culture. A game which could inspire raucous laughter or escalate to violence, it
provided a wellspring of rhymes, attitude, and raw humor that has influenced pop musicians from Jelly Roll
Morton to Ice Cube. Wald explores the depth of the dozens' roots, looking at mother-insulting and verbal
combat from Greenland to the sources of the Niger, and shows its breadth of influence in the seminal
writings of Richard Wright, Langston Hughes, and Zora Neale Hurston; the comedy of Richard Pryor and
George Carlin; the dark humor of the blues; the hip slang and competitive jamming of jazz; and most
recently in the improvisatory battling of rap. A forbidden language beneath the surface of American popular
culture, the dozens links children's clapping rhymes to low-down juke joints and the most modern street
verse to the earliest African American folklore.

In tracing the form and its variations over more than a century of African American culture and music, The
Dozens sheds fascinating new light on schoolyard games and rural work songs, serious literature and
nightclub comedy, and pop hits from ragtime to rap.
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From reader reviews:

Sandy Reid:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled The Dozens: A History of
Rap's Mama? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with
the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have different
opinion?

Christen Arnold:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question simply
because just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular The Dozens: A History of Rap's
Mama to read.

Delbert Lambert:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This The Dozens: A History of Rap's Mama book is readable through you who hate those
straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without
leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer associated with The Dozens: A
History of Rap's Mama content conveys the thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the content material but it just different available as it. So , do you continue to
thinking The Dozens: A History of Rap's Mama is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

William Brown:

This The Dozens: A History of Rap's Mama is great reserve for you because the content which is full of
information for you who else always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This particular
book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we can declare no rambling sentences in
it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight
forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Dozens: A
History of Rap's Mama in your hand like getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this
reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt
which?
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