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In 1966, thirteen black employees of the Duke Power Company's Dan River Plant in Draper, North Carolina,
filed a lawsuit against the company challenging its requirement of a high school diploma or a passing grade
on an intelligence test for internal transfer or promotion. In the groundbreaking decision Griggs v. Duke
Power (1971), the United States Supreme Court ruled in favor of the plaintiffs, finding such employment
practices violated Title 7 of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 when they disparately affected minorities. In doing
so, the court delivered a significant anti-employment discrimination verdict. Legal scholars rank Griggs v.
Duke Power on par with Brown v. Board of Education (1954) in terms of its impact on eradicating race
discrimination from American institutions. In Race, Labor, and Civil Rights, Robert Samuel Smith offers the
first full-length historical examination of this important case and its connection to civil rights activism during
the second half of the 1960s.

Smith explores all aspects of Griggs, highlighting the sustained energy of the grassroots civil rights
community and the critical importance of courtroom activism. Smith shows that after years of nonviolent,
direct action protests, African Americans remained vigilant in the 1960s, heading back to the courts to
reinvigorate the civil rights acts in an effort to remove the lingering institutional bias left from decades of
overt racism. He asserts that alongside the more boisterous expressions of black radicalism of the late sixties,
foot soldiers and local leaders of the civil rights community -- many of whom were working-class black
southerners -- mustered ongoing legal efforts to mold Title 7 into meaningful law. Smith also highlights the
persistent judicial activism of the NAACP-Legal Defense and Education Fund and the ascension of the
second generation of civil rights attorneys.

By exploring the virtually untold story of Griggs v. Duke Power, Smith's enlightening study connects the
case and the campaign for equal employment opportunity to the broader civil rights movement and reveals
the civil rights community's continued spirit of legal activism well into the 1970s.
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From reader reviews:

Arlene Wilson:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway,
hold on guys that aren't like that. This Race, Labor, and Civil Rights: Griggs versus Duke Power and the
Struggle for Equal Employment Opportunity (Making the Modern South) book is readable through you who
hate the straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without
leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer regarding Race, Labor, and Civil
Rights: Griggs versus Duke Power and the Struggle for Equal Employment Opportunity (Making the
Modern South) content conveys thinking easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book
are not different in the content material but it just different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking
Race, Labor, and Civil Rights: Griggs versus Duke Power and the Struggle for Equal Employment
Opportunity (Making the Modern South) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

David Black:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give you lot of
advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy read one along
with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Race, Labor, and Civil Rights: Griggs versus Duke
Power and the Struggle for Equal Employment Opportunity (Making the Modern South) is kind of e-book
which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Jennifer Wilson:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with
their family, or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to
fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you
should read. If you want to test look for book, may be the reserve untitled Race, Labor, and Civil Rights:
Griggs versus Duke Power and the Struggle for Equal Employment Opportunity (Making the Modern South)
can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Rebbecca Farley:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Race, Labor, and Civil Rights: Griggs
versus Duke Power and the Struggle for Equal Employment Opportunity (Making the Modern South) can be
the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in



this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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