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Ovid’s Art and the Wife of Bath examines how Ovid’s Ars amatoria shaped the erotic discourses of the
medieval West. The Ars amatoria circulated in medieval France and England as an authoritative treatise on
desire; consequently, the sexualities of the medieval West are haunted by the imperial Roman constructions
of desire that emerge from Ovid’s text. The Ars amatoria ironically proposes the erotic potential of violence,
and this aspect of the Ars proved to be enormously influential. Ovid’s discourse on erotic violence provides a
script for Heloise’s epistolary expression of desire for Abelard. The Roman de la Rose extends the directives
of the Ars with a rhetorical flourish and poetic excess that tests the limits of Ovidian irony. While Christine
de Pizan critiqued the representations of erotic violence in the Rose, Chaucer appropriates the Ovidian
discourse from the Roman de la Rose to construct the Wife of Bath—a female figure that today's readers find
uncannily familiar. Well written and provocative, this book will interest scholars of premodern literature,
especially those who work on Medieval English and French, as well as classical, texts. Marilynn Desmond
draws on feminist and queer theory, which places Ovid’s Art and the Wife of Bath at the cutting edge of
debates in gender and sexuality.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Rodrigues:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book Ovid's Art and the Wife of
Bath: The Ethics of Erotic Violence. All type of book could you see on many options. You can look for the
internet methods or other social media.

James Smith:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give you lot of
advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read one along with
theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Ovid's Art and the Wife of Bath: The Ethics of
Erotic Violence is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Lawrence Caulfield:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Ovid's Art and the Wife of Bath: The
Ethics of Erotic Violence that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book.
Reading practice all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better
then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the
geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who
want to start reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick Ovid's Art and the Wife of Bath: The Ethics of
Erotic Violence become your current starter.

William Kavanaugh:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update
of news. With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Ovid's Art and the Wife of Bath: The Ethics of Erotic Violence when you required it?
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