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For more than two hundred years after William Shakespeare's death, no one doubted that he had written his
plays. Since then, however, dozens of candidates have been proposed for the authorship of what is generally
agreed to be the finest body of work by a writer in the English language. In this remarkable book,
Shakespeare scholar James Shapiro explains when and why so many people began to question whether
Shakespeare wrote his plays. Among the doubters have been such writers and thinkers as Sigmund Freud,
Henry James, Mark Twain, and Helen Keller. It is a fascinating story, replete with forgeries, deception, false
claimants, ciphers and codes, conspiracy theories—and a stunning failure to grasp the power of the
imagination.

As Contested Will makes clear, much more than proper attribution of Shakespeare’s plays is at stake in this
authorship controversy. Underlying the arguments over whether Christopher Marlowe, Francis Bacon, or the
Earl of Oxford wrote Shakespeare’s plays are fundamental questions about literary genius, specifically about
the relationship of life and art. Are the plays (and poems) of Shakespeare a sort of hidden autobiography? Do
Hamlet, Macbeth, and the other great plays somehow reveal who wrote them?

Shapiro is the first Shakespeare scholar to examine the authorship controversy and its history in this way,
explaining what it means, why it matters, and how it has persisted despite abundant evidence that William
Shakespeare of Stratford wrote the plays attributed to him. This is a brilliant historical investigation that will
delight anyone interested in Shakespeare and the literary imagination.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Bagwell:

The book Contested Will: Who Wrote Shakespeare? make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to
make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting strain or
having big problem using your subject. If you can make examining a book Contested Will: Who Wrote
Shakespeare? to get your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase
your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up and read a
book Contested Will: Who Wrote Shakespeare?. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Richard Endsley:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Contested Will: Who Wrote
Shakespeare?. All type of book can you see on many sources. You can look for the internet options or other
social media.

Dean Green:

The book untitled Contested Will: Who Wrote Shakespeare? contain a lot of information on it. The writer
explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do
not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by famous author. The author
provides you in the new era of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read on your
smart phone, or program, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book,
you can wide open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice study.

Todd James:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Contested Will: Who Wrote
Shakespeare? which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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