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My lady, Fiammetta Bianchini, was plucking her eyebrows and biting color into her lips when the
unthinkable happened and the Holy Roman Emperor’s army blew a hole in the wall of God’s eternal city,
letting in a flood of half-starved, half-crazed troops bent on pillage and punishment.

Thus begins In the Company of the Courtesan, Sarah Dunant’s epic novel of life in Renaissance Italy.
Escaping the sack of Rome in 1527, with their stomachs churning on the jewels they have swallowed, the
courtesan Fiammetta and her dwarf companion, Bucino, head for Venice, the shimmering city born out of
water to become a miracle of east-west trade: rich and rancid, pious and profitable, beautiful and squalid.

With a mix of courage and cunning they infiltrate Venetian society. Together they make the perfect
partnership: the sharp-tongued, sharp-witted dwarf, and his vibrant mistress, trained from birth to charm,
entertain, and satisfy men who have the money to support her.

Yet as their fortunes rise, this perfect partnership comes under threat, from the searing passion of a lover who
wants more than his allotted nights to the attentions of an admiring Turk in search of human novelties for his
sultan’s court. But Fiammetta and Bucino’s greatest challenge comes from a young crippled woman, a blind
healer who insinuates herself into their lives and hearts with devastating consequences for them all.

A story of desire and deception, sin and religion, loyalty and friendship, In the Company of the Courtesan
paints a portrait of one of the world’s greatest cities at its most potent moment in history: It is a picture that
remains vivid long after the final page.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Lois Cox:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book In the Company of the Courtesan: A Novel. You
can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is important any
book In the Company of the Courtesan: A Novel. You can add know-how and of course you can around the
world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your country until
foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this
era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when
you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Ellen Omalley:

The knowledge that you get from In the Company of the Courtesan: A Novel will be the more deep you
searching the information that hide within the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to comprehend but In the Company of the Courtesan: A Novel giving you buzz
feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through
anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also
makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go together
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this specific In
the Company of the Courtesan: A Novel instantly.

Geneva Milbourn:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this In the Company of the Courtesan: A
Novel publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty In the Company of the Courtesan: A
Novel as good book but not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that can break don't
evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh
come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth
sense.

Cindy Coleman:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to
around the world. With the book In the Company of the Courtesan: A Novel we can acquire more advantage.
Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book. Just choose the best
book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book In the Company of
the Courtesan: A Novel. You can more appealing than now.
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