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Consciousness is neither miraculous nor ultimately mysterious. In this broad, entertaining, and persuasive
account Owen Flanagan argues that we are on the way to understanding consciousness and its place in the
natural order. No aspect of consciousness escapes Flanagan's probe. Qualia, self-consciousness,
autobiographical memory, perceptions, sensations, the stream of consciousness, disorders such as blindsight,
various kinds of amnesia, and multiple personality all find a place in a constructive theory that brings into
reflective equilibrium insights from a wide array of disciplines to reveal the deep, rich, and complex hidden
structure of consciousness.

Flanagan roams freely through a variety of scientific and philosophical domains, showing how it is possible
to understand human consciousness in a way that gives its subjective, phenomenal aspects their full due
while at the same time taking into account the neural bases of subjectivity. The result is a powerful synthetic
theory of consciousness, a "constructive naturalism," according to which subjective consciousness is real,
plays an important causal role, and resides in the brain.

Flanagan draws the reader into a world of exciting current debates among such philosophers as Thomas
Nagel, Daniel Dennett, Paul Churchland, Patricia Churchland, and Colin McGinn, and he makes this world
accessible. He masterfully weaves the latest insights from theory and research in cognitive neuroscience,
neural darwinism, connectionist brain architecture, and PET scanners to reveal clear links between events
that "seem a certain way" and underlying neural activity. William James's famous phenomenological
analysis of consciousness and neurologically impaired characters from the writings of Oliver Sacks and A. R.
Luria join the narrative, providing valuable insights into important current controversies on the relation of
consciousness to self.

Owen Flanagan is Class of 1919 Professor of Philosophy at Wellesley College.
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From reader reviews:

Arlene Martin:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If
you want to test look for book, may be the publication untitled Consciousness Reconsidered (Bradford
Books) can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Mae Bushee:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Consciousness Reconsidered
(Bradford Books) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how they
react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to
start studying as your good habit, you can pick Consciousness Reconsidered (Bradford Books) become your
own starter.

Kimberly Foley:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also soon.
The Consciousness Reconsidered (Bradford Books) will give you a new experience in reading through a
book.

Jessica Henriquez:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Consciousness Reconsidered
(Bradford Books) is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did
not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you better
to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.
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