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Although the representation of suicide is commonplace in literature, few studies have explicitly dealt with
the meaning of suicide in the works of women writers. The Art of Dying applies theories concerning the
division of women literary figures into angels or monsters to representative literary suicides of the nineteenth
century, including the suicides of women characters in works by Kate Chopin and Sylvia Plath.
The Awakening by Kate Chopin is often misunderstood by critics who read it using the Romantic paradigm.
Chopin breaks that paradigm by presenting the suicide of Edna Pontellier as heroic. Suicide is a prevalent
motif and theme in two works by Sylvia Plath, The Bell Jar and Ariel. An extensive analysis of Plath’s last
poem «Edge» portrays the suicide of the speaker as a calm and heroic act in keeping with the tone set by
Chopin in The Awakening.
The Art of Dying concludes by exploring women’s need for self-actualization within the framework of love,
marriage, and motherhood - institutions that have always demanded from women an unnatural and harmful
degree of unselfishness. The inherent message in the works of artists such as Chopin and Plath is that women
should not have to die in order to live.
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From reader reviews:

George Cornelius:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have
spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did
you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question because just their can do that
will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need that The Art of Dying: Suicide in the Works of Kate Chopin and Sylvia
Plath (American University Studies Series Xxiv, American Literature) to read.

George Lehman:

You may spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This The Art of Dying: Suicide in the Works
of Kate Chopin and Sylvia Plath (American University Studies Series Xxiv, American Literature) is simple
to create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to
bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the
actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.

Stuart Rosado:

Beside this particular The Art of Dying: Suicide in the Works of Kate Chopin and Sylvia Plath (American
University Studies Series Xxiv, American Literature) in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to
the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so don't
end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The
Art of Dying: Suicide in the Works of Kate Chopin and Sylvia Plath (American University Studies Series
Xxiv, American Literature) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen
if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring
beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book as well as read it from today!

Megan Kelly:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that query
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you
also know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book.
Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is The Art of Dying: Suicide in the
Works of Kate Chopin and Sylvia Plath (American University Studies Series Xxiv, American Literature).
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