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Failure of Empire is the first comprehensive biography of the Roman emperor Valens and his troubled reign
(A.D. 364-78). Valens will always be remembered for his spectacular defeat and death at the hands of the
Goths in the Battle of Adrianople. This singular misfortune won him a front-row seat among history's great
losers. By the time he was killed, his empire had been coming unglued for several years: the Goths had
overrun the Balkans; Persians, Isaurians, and Saracens were threatening the east; the economy was in
disarray; and pagans and Christians alike had been exiled, tortured, and executed in his religious
persecutions. Valens had not, however, entirely failed in his job as emperor. He was an admirable
administrator, a committed defender of the frontiers, and a ruler who showed remarkable sympathy for the
needs of his subjects.

In lively style and rich detail, Lenski incorporates a broad range of new material, from archaeology to Gothic
and Armenian sources, in a study that illuminates the social, cultural, religious, economic, administrative,
and military complexities of Valens's realm. Failure of Empire offers a nuanced reconsideration of Valens
the man and shows both how he applied his strengths to meet the expectations of his world and how he
ultimately failed in his efforts to match limited capacities to limitless demands.
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From reader reviews:

Samuel Salamanca:

This book untitled Failure of Empire: Valens and the Roman State in the Fourth Century A.D.
(Transformation of the Classical Heritage) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, here is
because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this
particular book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The publisher in this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen
phone. So there is no reason to you to past this publication from your list.

Jill White:

The reason why? Because this Failure of Empire: Valens and the Roman State in the Fourth Century A.D.
(Transformation of the Classical Heritage) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for
you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was
fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to
understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of gains than
the other book have such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold
up having that book? If I have been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Steven Parrish:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Failure of Empire: Valens
and the Roman State in the Fourth Century A.D. (Transformation of the Classical Heritage) which is getting
the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Sophia Morrison:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you
know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by
book. Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually
Failure of Empire: Valens and the Roman State in the Fourth Century A.D. (Transformation of the Classical
Heritage).
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