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Stockton first made his reputation as "Fighting Bob" in the defense of Baltimore in the War of 1812, and, on
his first naval command, he founded Liberia for freed slaves. Yet he also owned slaves on his sugar
plantation in Georgia, and later probably used "rented" slave labor his in Virginia gold mines. As a naval
officer, he chased pirates with the West Indies Squadron and may have been responsible for the death of Jean
Lafitte; yet he acted like a pirate himself in ruthlessly protecting his Joint Companies' monopoly of railroad
and canal traffic across New Jersey. Stockton achieved nautical design prominence by bringing John
Ericsson to America to create the first steam-powered, propeller-driven warship and the most powerful
cannon in the world. (Ericsson later designed USS Monitor in the Civil War.) However, in demonstrating his
cannon to high government officials, the cannon backfired killing nearly half of President Tyler's cabinet.
From Congress and the President, Stockton brought the invitation of annexation to Texas, but then he tried to
initiate a war between Texas and Mexico that he would clandestinely underwrite with profits from his
transportation monopoly. He sailed to California arriving at the start of the Mexican-American war so that he
was the commander-in-chief of all US forces, and joined with John C. Fremont and his filibusters to take
California for the United States-yet he never had specific orders to take California. Upon his return, he
became the first naval officer to become a U. S. Senator, and then he sought the nomination for president
twice: once on the 1852 Democratic Party ticket almost nosing out Franklin Pierce and once on the American
Party or Know-Nothing ticket. His nomination from the nativist American Party is particularly ironic
because he has been instrumental twelve years earlier in suppressing nativist riots in Philadelphia. In 1861,
on the eve of the Civil War, New Jersey sent him as a member of a delegation to the Peace Conference in
Washington that attempted to avert the Civil War. However at the peace conference, Stockton threatened to
beat up a member who opposed his policies. Stockton eventually retired from public life to the New Jersey
seashore where he founded the community of Sea Girt, and sat idle during the Civil War. He died in 1867
just after witnessing the expulsion of his son who had attempted to succeed him in the U. S. Senate.
Historians of the Early Republic and antebellum naval operations will discover hitherto unknown or
unappreciated materials and texts in the protean odyssey of this unsung American hero.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Bonner:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read any
book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the whole day
to reading a reserve. The book Commodore Robert F. Stockton, 1795-1866: Protean Man for a Protean
Nation, Student Edition it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this
book. These people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this
book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price is
not very costly but this book provides high quality.

Robert Holt:

This Commodore Robert F. Stockton, 1795-1866: Protean Man for a Protean Nation, Student Edition is great
e-book for you because the content which can be full of information for you who all always deal with world
and have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great manage
word or we can point out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have
whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core
information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Commodore Robert F. Stockton, 1795-1866: Protean
Man for a Protean Nation, Student Edition in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it
is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but
this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt
which?

Katherine Shadrick:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you study a book you
can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because book has a lot of
information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have read. If
you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you act like you want
to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The Commodore
Robert F. Stockton, 1795-1866: Protean Man for a Protean Nation, Student Edition will give you a new
experience in looking at a book.

Marilyn Fox:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This book Commodore Robert F. Stockton, 1795-1866: Protean Man for a Protean



Nation, Student Edition was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge
about your technology competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you
know how big benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now,
many ways to get book that you wanted.
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