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At Work in the Field of Birth is an ethnographic study of midwifery in Canada in the wake of its historic
transition from the margins as a grassroots social movement devoted to low-tech, woman-centered care to a
regulated profession within the public health care system. In January 1994, after decades of lobbying by
midwives and their supporters, the province of Ontario recognized midwifery as a profession for the first
time in more than a century.

Through stories about becoming and being a midwife and stories about receiving midwifery care, this book
describes how fundamental tenets of midwifery philosophy and practice--the meaning of tradition, natural
birth, and home birth, and the place of medical technology in midwifery--are being reworked by the practical
and ideological challenges of midwifery's new place within the formal health care system. MacDonald
presents contemporary midwifery as a complex cultural system in which "nature" and "tradition" emerge as
dynamic rather than esssentialized social categories of meaning and experience.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Dougherty:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed At Work in the
Field of Birth: Midwifery Narratives of Nature, Tradition, and Home? Maybe it is being best activity for you.
You understand beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before.
Do you agree with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Anthony Flowers:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read
one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual At Work in the Field of Birth:
Midwifery Narratives of Nature, Tradition, and Home is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

James Sanford:

The book untitled At Work in the Field of Birth: Midwifery Narratives of Nature, Tradition, and Home is the
reserve that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be
shown to you. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of research when write the book, hence the information that they share
to you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of At Work in the Field of Birth: Midwifery
Narratives of Nature, Tradition, and Home from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Edward Reed:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has
reading's heart or real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and
also can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this At Work in the Field of Birth: Midwifery Narratives of Nature, Tradition,
and Home can make you feel more interested to read.
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