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We live in a torrent of words—from radio and television, books and newspapers, and now from the Internet.
But, as Julian Burnside reminds us in this witty and erudite collection, words are a source both of pleasure
and power, and can be deployed for good or for ill.

Some of these essays explore curiosities in odd corners of the language simply to remind us of the
extraordinary richness of the English language. We learn, for example, that the word "pedigree" refers to the
shape of a crane’s foot, and that "halcyon" recalls an early Greek love story. Other pieces use small matters
of language to illustrate larger processes of cultural borrowing and change. Burnside’s musings remind us
that we should not be alarmed at the instability of English; rather, we should be view its borrowings as a
source of its strength and vitality.

Wordwatching also highlights the misuse of language in the service of sinister purposes—whether political,
ideological, social, or personal. An ear well-tuned to the nuances of vocabulary inoculates the hearer against
this epidemic of deception. This book truly gives us a fascinating demonstration of the power and the
pleasure of the English language.
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From reader reviews:

Omar Yoder:

Here thing why this kind of Wordwatching: Field Notes of an Amateur Philologist are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content than it which
is the content is as tasty as food or not. Wordwatching: Field Notes of an Amateur Philologist giving you
information deeper as different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no e-book that similar
with Wordwatching: Field Notes of an Amateur Philologist. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open
up your personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is maybe can be happened
around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your technique home by
train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Wordwatching: Field
Notes of an Amateur Philologist in e-book can be your substitute.

Miles Towles:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Wordwatching: Field
Notes of an Amateur Philologist book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info
in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Shannon Lynch:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Wordwatching: Field Notes of an
Amateur Philologist book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could
be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question Wordwatching: Field Notes of an
Amateur Philologist as good book not just by the cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break
don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh
come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Steven Atkins:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Wordwatching: Field Notes of an Amateur
Philologist was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
Wordwatching: Field Notes of an Amateur Philologist has many kinds or type. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you are the character on
there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and
loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading this.
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