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It is surprising that no one previous to John Prados attempted a biography of quintessential cold warrior
William Colby, because his story is in many ways also the story of the CIA. From Italy to Vietnam, to the
military coup in Indonesia, to Watergate, the prosecution of Richard Helms, investigations of CIA
assassination plots, and the drugging and surveillance of unwitting Americans, Colby was there, on the
ground or deeply involved at headquarters.—The Guardian

William E. Colby was one of the most enigmatic figures of the Cold War and a central player in the
operations of the Central Intelligence Agency. While publicly appearing as a calm bureaucrat, behind
the scenes Colby helped orchestrate some of CIA's most controversial operations. His mysterious
death even added to the aura. In the wake of new questions relating to CIA activities since
9/11—which John Prados discusses in his new preface—Colby's story provides crucial lessons for a
nation that still struggles to reconcile intelligence methods with democratic principles.

Prados tracks Colby's life and career from early years in the OSS to his tumultuous tenure as Director
of Central Intelligence in the 1970s. Reviled by many outside the CIA for his role in Vietnam—and
inside it for his cooperation with probes of the agency—Colby was cast as a scapegoat by the Ford
White House during the Church and Pike congressional investigations. In addition, Prados offers fresh
insights and new perspectives on Colby's involvement in the notorious Phoenix program in Vietnam
and in the bloody Indonesian coup of 1965 that overthrew President Sukarno and brought General
Suharto to power, as well as on the CIA's role in the 1963 assassination of President Ngo Dinh Diem of
South Vietnam and on the actions of high-level CIA officials during the final demise of South Vietnam
in 1975.

A masterful study of a master spy, William Colby and the CIA also offers a vital and timely history of
the inner workings of "the Company" for which he worked. Originally published in a cloth edition
under the title Lost Crusader and retitled for this first paperback edition, William Colby and the CIA
explores dilemmas of intelligence that are of renewed importance today.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Bloomfield:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This William Colby and the CIA: The Secret Wars of a Controversial Spymaster
book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you.
The writer of William Colby and the CIA: The Secret Wars of a Controversial Spymaster content conveys
the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information
but it just different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking William Colby and the CIA: The Secret
Wars of a Controversial Spymaster is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Lee Durfee:

William Colby and the CIA: The Secret Wars of a Controversial Spymaster can be one of your starter books
that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The writer giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing William Colby and the
CIA: The Secret Wars of a Controversial Spymaster yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the
hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information
can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.

Danielle Rhodes:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. That William Colby and the CIA: The Secret Wars of a
Controversial Spymaster can give you a lot of pals because by you looking at this one book you have point
that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step
for you to get success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing
more than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have William Colby and
the CIA: The Secret Wars of a Controversial Spymaster.

Bruce Smith:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book William Colby and the CIA: The Secret
Wars of a Controversial Spymaster to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading
skill is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and
mingle the sensation about book and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a
book and learn it. Beside that the publication William Colby and the CIA: The Secret Wars of a
Controversial Spymaster can to be your brand-new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with the



information must you're doing of these time.
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