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If philosophy has any business in the world, it is the clarification of our thinking and the clearing away of
ideas that cloud the mind. In this book, one of the world's preeminent philosophers takes issue with an idea
that has found an all-too-prominent place in popular culture and philosophical thought: the idea that while
factual claims can be rationally established or refuted, claims about value are wholly subjective, not capable
of being rationally argued for or against. Although it is on occasion important and useful to distinguish
between factual claims and value judgments, the distinction becomes, Hilary Putnam argues, positively
harmful when identified with a dichotomy between the objective and the purely "subjective."

Putnam explores the arguments that led so much of the analytic philosophy of language, metaphysics, and
epistemology to become openly hostile to the idea that talk of value and human flourishing can be right or
wrong, rational or irrational; and by which, following philosophy, social sciences such as economics have
fallen victim to the bankrupt metaphysics of Logical Positivism. Tracing the problem back to Hume's
conception of a "matter of fact" as well as to Kant's distinction between "analytic" and "synthetic"
judgments, Putnam identifies a path forward in the work of Amartya Sen. Lively, concise, and wise, his book
prepares the way for a renewed mutual fruition of philosophy and the social sciences.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Campbell:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for all of us. The book The Collapse of the Fact/Value Dichotomy and Other
Essays had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It
is very advantages for you. The e-book The Collapse of the Fact/Value Dichotomy and Other Essays is not
only giving you much more new information but also to become your friend when you really feel bored. You
can spend your personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book
The Collapse of the Fact/Value Dichotomy and Other Essays. You never truly feel lose out for everything
should you read some books.

Fran Short:

The actual book The Collapse of the Fact/Value Dichotomy and Other Essays will bring someone to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to
find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Collapse of the Fact/Value
Dichotomy and Other Essays is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book in the
official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Robert Younger:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this
The Collapse of the Fact/Value Dichotomy and Other Essays.

Dwight Hancock:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can have the
e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Collapse of the Fact/Value Dichotomy
and Other Essays which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.
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