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While the issues of substance use and abuse have been addressed from a variety of perspectives and
approaches, the fundamental social issues have not been covered in any systematic way. This book
represents the first academic effort to apply major sociological theories to the field of substance use and
abuse in order to provide readers with a solid knowledge base from which they may develop more informed
ideas about prevention, intervention, treatment, law enforcement, and social reactions to this ubiquitous
social problem. Using a systematic framework, Shaw reviews the existing literature, explains key concepts,
addresses fundamental issues, and discusses the policy implications for public health, social control,
community, and work. This comprehensive sociological treatment of substance use and abuse is essential
reading for educators in public policy, sociology, criminology, and deviance.

Applying the major sociological theories of anomie, career, conflict, functionalist, rational choice, social
control, social disorganization, social learning, social reaction, and subculture perspectives, Shaw provides
an important overview of the issues involved with substance use and abuse. By utilizing such an approach,
he demonstrates that public views, governmental policies, intervention strategies, and prevention
programming can be informed by the different sociological theories. This unique consideration and analysis
illustrates that no single view on substance use and abuse is absolute or sacred. Therefore, considering the
issues from a variety of sociological perspectives will bring greater understanding to a pervasive social
problem that continues to plague American society.
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From reader reviews:

Ira Knudsen:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How people have
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Substance Use and
Abuse: Sociological Perspectives book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course
the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Matthew Fry:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will
get it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Substance Use and Abuse:
Sociological Perspectives can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have
issue that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step
for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing
more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have Substance Use
and Abuse: Sociological Perspectives.

Robert Banks:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes studying, not only science book but novel and Substance Use and Abuse: Sociological
Perspectives or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the good a book,
you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even students especially.
Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide, any
other book likes Substance Use and Abuse: Sociological Perspectives to make your spare time far more
colorful. Many types of book like here.

Miguel Sherman:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. Within
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the Substance Use and Abuse: Sociological Perspectives when you desired it?
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