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For many years, kisses were the only sexual acts to be seen in mainstream American movies. Then, in the
1960s and 1970s, American cinema “grew up” in response to the sexual revolution, and movie audiences
came to expect more knowledge about what happened between the sheets. In Screening Sex, the renowned
film scholar Linda Williams investigates how sex acts have been represented on screen for more than a
century and, just as important, how we have watched and experienced those representations. Whether
examining the arch artistry of Last Tango in Paris, the on-screen orgasms of Jane Fonda, or the anal sex of
two cowboys in Brokeback Mountain, Williams illuminates the forms of pleasure and vicarious knowledge
derived from screening sex.

Combining stories of her own coming of age as a moviegoer with film history, cultural history, and readings
of significant films, Williams presents a fascinating history of the on-screen kiss, a look at the shift from
adolescent kisses to more grown-up displays of sex, and a comparison of the “tasteful” Hollywood sexual
interlude with sexuality as represented in sexploitation, Blaxploitation, and avant-garde films. She considers
Last Tango in Paris and Deep Throat, two 1972 films unapologetically all about sex; In the Realm of the
Senses, the only work of 1970s international cinema that combined hard-core sex with erotic art; and the
sexual provocations of the mainstream movies Blue Velvet and Brokeback Mountain. She describes art films
since the 1990s, in which the sex is aggressive, loveless, or alienated. Finally, Williams reflects on the
experience of screening sex on small screens at home rather than on large screens in public. By
understanding screening sex as both revelation and concealment, Williams has written the definitive study of
sex at the movies.

Linda Williams is Professor of Film Studies and Rhetoric at the University of California, Berkeley. Her
books include Porn Studies, also published by Duke University Press; Playing the Race Card: Melodramas of
Black and White from Uncle Tom to O. J. Simpson; Viewing Positions: Ways of Seeing Film; and Hard
Core: Power, Pleasure, and the “Frenzy of the Visible.”
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From reader reviews:

Ryan Brown:

The actual book Screening Sex (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) will bring someone to the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to find
new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book Screening Sex (a John Hope Franklin Center Book)
is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can
easier to read the book.

Clemencia Torres:

This Screening Sex (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) is great publication for you because the content and
that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and also have to make decision every
minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can state no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it
only will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having Screening Sex (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) in your hand like finding the world in
your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that offer you world with ten
or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and
Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

Lee Parkin:

You could spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Screening Sex (a John Hope Franklin
Center Book) is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If
you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you
better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.

Sylvia Silva:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Screening Sex (a John Hope Franklin
Center Book) can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books
have than the others?
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