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Every weekend, some of the most powerful players in Hollywood hold their breath and wait to be told a
number. Years of work, tens of millions of dollars, and entire careers will be judged against this number.
Within hours, it will be reported on the morning news and become a topic of idle conversation across the
country. The number determines a movie's ultimate destiny, It is the art and science of filmmaking distilled
to a few digits and a dollar sign. It is the opening weekend box office gross.

On July 4, 2003, three highly touted studio soldiers were sent to battle for the hearts and souls (and wallets)
of American moviegoers. That was the weekend that Arnold Schwarzenegger's Terminator 3 collided Reese
Witherspoon's Legally Blonde 2 and Brad Pitt's Sinbad in thousands of theaters across America. In Open
Wide, veteran Hollywood journalists Dade Hayes and Jonathan Bing brilliantly illuminate this quest for box
office supremacy. chronicling the nerve-wracking months leading to that summer showdown, following
every key decision that took these movies into the nation's multiplexes. They watch as focus groups of
suburban teenage girls critique movie trailers and advertising campaigns. They are in Cannes when
Terminator 2 robots are unleashed and in London for Legally Blonde 2's lavish, chaotic press junket. A
mammoth convention in Las Vegas finds celebrities and studio executives mingling awkwardly with small-
town theater owners and vendors hawking high-concept snacks for adventurous concession stands. The films
are screened, tested, and frantically re-cut. Publicity stunts are engineered and theater exhibition chains are
booked. Star egos are stroked and the Terminator himself announces his campaign for the California
statehouse. As the clock ticks down to July 4, opening weekend becomes a moment of eager expectation for
some and utter dread for others. And, inevitably, the numbers arrive.

Open Wide shines a bright light on the secretive inner workings of Hollywood's vast sales and marketing
machine, past and present. As the authors explore how and why box office receipts have evolved from a
closely guarded corporate secret to a national obsession, they bring acute insight to an industry that is
increasingly devoted to producing the next big blockbusterthe next high-concept, future-franchise picture
that they can "open wide."
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From reader reviews:

Benjamin White:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic within the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday.
The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Open Wide: How Hollywood Box Office Became a National
Obsession can be very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Romana Linder:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This particular Open Wide: How Hollywood Box Office
Became a National Obsession can give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this one
book you have thing that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This specific book
can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend
doesn't know, by knowing more than additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have
Open Wide: How Hollywood Box Office Became a National Obsession.

Kevin Blais:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the top book
for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is known as of book Open
Wide: How Hollywood Box Office Became a National Obsession. You'll be able to your knowledge by it.
Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read.
It is most critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other place.

Clare Andrews:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. With the
book Open Wide: How Hollywood Box Office Became a National Obsession we can have more advantage.
Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a book. Just
choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book
Open Wide: How Hollywood Box Office Became a National Obsession. You can more attractive than now.
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