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 Theurgy and the Soul is a study of Iamblichus of Syria (ca. 240-325), whose teachings set the final form of
pagan spirituality prior to the Christianization of the Roman Empire. Gregory Shaw focuses on the theory
and practice of theurgy, a term meaning "divine action," the most controversial and significant aspect of
Iamblichus's Platonism. Unlike previous Platonists, who stressed the elevated status of the human soul,
Iamblichus taught that the soul descends completely into the body and requires the performance of theurgic
rites--revealed by the gods--to unite the soul with the One. 

Iamblichus was a seminal Platonic philosopher whose views on the soul and the importance of ritual
profoundly influenced subsequent thinkers such as Proclus, Damascius, and Dionysius the Areopagite.
Iamblichus's vision of a hierarchical cosmos united by divine ritual became the dominant worldview for the
entire medieval world, and played an important role in the Renaissance Platonism of Marsilio Ficino. Ralph
Waldo Emerson wrote that he expected a reading of Iamblichus to cause a "revival in the churches." Yet,
until recently, modern scholars have dismissed him, seeing theurgy as ritual magic or an attempt to
manipulate the gods. Shaw, however, shows that theurgy was a subtle and intellectually sophisticated attempt
to apply Platonic and Pythagorean teachings to the full expression of human existence in the material world.
This new edition includes a foreword by John Milbank and Aaron Riches showing the Christian sacramental
implications of Iamblichean theurgy, and a new preface from the author.
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From reader reviews:

Hazel Polk:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above.
Every person has distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or
something that they don't desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book Theurgy
and the Soul: The Neoplatonism of Iamblichus (2nd edition). All type of book are you able to see on many
sources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Debra Lovern:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Theurgy and the Soul: The Neoplatonism of
Iamblichus (2nd edition) book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that
could be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every
ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question Theurgy and the Soul:
The Neoplatonism of Iamblichus (2nd edition) as good book but not only by the cover but also through the
content. This is one book that can break don't assess book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more
sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have
to listening to one more sixth sense.

India Oakley:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you is Theurgy and the Soul: The Neoplatonism of Iamblichus (2nd edition) this e-book
consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how
do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to
understand. Often the writer made some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book acceptable
all of you.

Walter Feuerstein:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. That Theurgy and the Soul: The Neoplatonism of Iamblichus
(2nd edition) can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one book you have factor that
they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for
you to get success. This e-book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than different make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have
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