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Johann Wolfgang von Goethe introduced the concept of Weltliteratur in 1827 to describe the growing
availability of texts from other nations. Although the term "World Literature" is widely used today, there is
little agreement on what it means and even less awareness of its evolution. In this wide-ranging work, John
Pizer traces the concept of Weltliteratur in Germany beginning with Goethe and continuing through Heinrich
Heine, Karl Marx, and Friedrich Engels to the present as he explores its importation into the United States in
the 1830s and the teaching of World Literature in U.S. classrooms since the early twentieth century. Pizer
demonstrates the concept's ongoing viability through an in-depth reading of the contemporary Syrian-
German transnational novelist Rafik Schami. He also provides a clear methodology for World Literature
courses in the twenty-first century.

Pizer argues persuasively that Weltliteratur can provide cohesion to the study of World Literature today. In
his view, traditional "World Lit" classes are limited by their focus on the universal elements of literature. A
course based on Weltliteratur, however, promotes a more thorough understanding of literature as a dialectic
between the universal and the particular. In a practical guide to teaching World Literature by employing
Goethe's paradigm, he explains how to help students navigate between the extremes of homogenization on
the one hand and exoticism on the other, learning both what cultures share and what distinguishes them.

Everyone who teaches World Literature will want to read this stimulating book. In addition, anyone
interested in the development of the concept from its German roots to its American fruition will find The
Idea of World Literature immensely rewarding.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Willis:

The book The Idea of World Literature: History and Pedagogical Practice gives you the sense of being enjoy
for your spare time. You may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best
friend when you getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading
through a book The Idea of World Literature: History and Pedagogical Practice being your habit, you can get
a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects.
You may know everything if you like available and read a book The Idea of World Literature: History and
Pedagogical Practice. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other folks.
So , how do you think about this book?

Richard Endsley:

The book The Idea of World Literature: History and Pedagogical Practice can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book The Idea of
World Literature: History and Pedagogical Practice? Wide variety you have a different opinion about book.
But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of
these. Book The Idea of World Literature: History and Pedagogical Practice has simple shape however, you
know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a
book. So it is very wonderful.

Deborah Ayers:

Beside this The Idea of World Literature: History and Pedagogical Practice in your phone, it may give you a
way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got here
is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good
thing to have The Idea of World Literature: History and Pedagogical Practice because this book offers for
your requirements readable information. Do you often have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh
come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot
be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book as well as
read it from currently!

Jerry Rivera:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It
is known as of book The Idea of World Literature: History and Pedagogical Practice. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make an individual
happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to



other place.
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