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Technology is everywhere, yet a theory of technology and its social dimension remains to be fully
developed. Building on the influential book The Social Construction of Technological Systems, this volume
carries forward the project of creating a theory of technological development and implementation that is
strongly grounded in both sociology and history. The 12 essays address the central question of how
technologies become stabilized, how they attain a final form and use that is generally accepted. The essays
are tied together by a general introduction, part introductions, and a theoretical conclusion.

The first part of the book examines and criticizes the idea that technologies have common life cycles; three
case studies cover the history of a successful but never produced British jet fighter, the manipulation of
patents by a French R&D company to gain a market foothold, and the managed development of high-
intensity fluorescent lighting to serve the interests of electricity suppliers as well as the producing company.

The second part looks at broader interactions shaping technology and its social context: the question of who
was to define "steel," the determination of what constitutes radioactive waste and its proper disposal, and the
social construction of motion pictures as exemplified by Thomas Edison's successful development of the
medium and its commercial failure.

The last part offers theoretical studies suggesting alternative approaches to sociotechnologies; two studies
argue for a strong sociotechnology in which artifact and social context are viewed as a single seamless web,
while the third looks at the ways in which a social program is a technology.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Howard:

This book untitled Shaping Technology / Building Society: Studies in Sociotechnical Change (Inside
Technology) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you
read this guide you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you
can order it by means of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read
this book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this
guide from your list.

Ettie Hardcastle:

The book Shaping Technology / Building Society: Studies in Sociotechnical Change (Inside Technology) has
a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was
authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This
particular book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

John Rivera:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes reading
through, not only science book but also novel and Shaping Technology / Building Society: Studies in
Sociotechnical Change (Inside Technology) or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you. After
you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was created
for teacher or maybe students especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In different
case, beside science guide, any other book likes Shaping Technology / Building Society: Studies in
Sociotechnical Change (Inside Technology) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types
of book like this one.

Manda Perez:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book Shaping Technology / Building Society: Studies in
Sociotechnical Change (Inside Technology) to make your current reading is interesting. Your current skill of
reading ability is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to
read it and mingle the feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like
to wide open a book and read it. Beside that the book Shaping Technology / Building Society: Studies in
Sociotechnical Change (Inside Technology) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience
alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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