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The novel The Godfather (1969) and the movie of the same name (1972) entrenched the myth of the Mafiosi
as valiant knights, men of honor, and defenders of the traditional concept of family. As a result of this movie
and other popular portrayals, the image of mobsters as “men of honor and tradition” has become iconic
throughout America. Yet the truth of the matter belies this more noble image. The Mafia is a ruthless
organization. Their concept of family is a twisted one. But viewed through the lens of popular culture, it is
often difficult to separate the fiction from the reality. Made Men demystifies this image by dismantling the
code of honor that Mafiosi live by, including its attendant symbols, rituals, and the lifestyle that it demands.

Since the end of World War II, the Mafia in Italy and America has undergone major changes, which are
charted by the authors through the present day. Nicaso and Danesi also consider all kinds of related
organizations, not only the Italian ones, including the Yakuza, the Triads, and the Russian Mafia. The
authors look at organized criminal culture in general, attempting to explain why its symbols, rituals, and
practices continue to draw people in, both as literal members, or as consumers of the pop culture that
glorifies them. This story traces and decodes the origins, history and success of the mafia in the U.S.,
bringing a better, and more accurate understanding of this ultimately brutal, violent, and corrupting “family
business.” It is a story that has rarely been told in this way, but which is believed, nonetheless, important to
tell.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Hudson:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or
even exercise. Well, probably you will need this Made Men: Mafia Culture and the Power of Symbols,
Rituals, and Myth.

Cora Morrell:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Made Men: Mafia Culture and the Power of
Symbols, Rituals, and Myth is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Jamey Ainsworth:

The reserve with title Made Men: Mafia Culture and the Power of Symbols, Rituals, and Myth has lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This specific book
exist new understanding the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now.
That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you
within new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the
idea anywhere you want.

Hayden Wolfe:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Made Men: Mafia
Culture and the Power of Symbols, Rituals, and Myth.
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