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Akwesasne territory straddles the U.S.-Canada border in upstate New York, Ontario, and Quebec. In 1979, in
the midst of a major conflict regarding self-governance, traditional Mohawks there asserted their sovereign
rights to self-education. Concern over the loss of language and culture and clashes with the public school
system over who had the right to educate their children sparked the birth of the Akwesasne Freedom School
(AFS) and its grassroots, community-based approach. In Free to Be Mohawk, Louellyn White traces the
history of the AFS, a tribally controlled school operated without direct federal, state, or provincial funding,
and explores factors contributing to its longevity and its impact on alumni, students, teachers, parents, and
staff.

Through interviews, participant observations, and archival research, White presents an in-depth picture of the
Akwesasne Freedom School as a model of Indigenous holistic education that incorporates traditional
teachings, experiential methods, and language immersion. Alumni, parents, and teachers describe how the
school has fostered a strong sense of what it is to be “fully Mohawk.” White explores the complex
relationship between language and identity and shows how AFS participants transcend historical
colonization by negotiating their sense of self.

According to Mohawk elder Sakokwenionkwas (Tom Porter), “The prophecies say that the time will come
when the grandchildren will speak to the whole world. The reason for the Akwesasne Freedom School is so
the grandchildren will have something significant to say.” In a world where forced assimilation and colonial
education have resulted in the loss or endangerment of hundreds of Indigenous languages, the Akwesasne
Freedom School provides a cultural and linguistic sanctuary. White’s timely study reminds readers, including
the Canadian and U.S. governments, of the critical importance of an Indigenous nation’s authority over the
education of its children.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Novick:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Free to Be
Mohawk: Indigenous Education at the Akwesasne Freedom School (New Directions in Native American
Studies series)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with
your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have other
opinion?

Brenda Taylor:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important usually. The book Free to Be Mohawk: Indigenous Education at the
Akwesasne Freedom School (New Directions in Native American Studies series) ended up being making
you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for
you. The book Free to Be Mohawk: Indigenous Education at the Akwesasne Freedom School (New
Directions in Native American Studies series) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also
being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your guide. Try to
make relationship together with the book Free to Be Mohawk: Indigenous Education at the Akwesasne
Freedom School (New Directions in Native American Studies series). You never truly feel lose out for
everything in the event you read some books.

Raymond Bailey:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the
whole day to reading a book. The book Free to Be Mohawk: Indigenous Education at the Akwesasne
Freedom School (New Directions in Native American Studies series) it is quite good to read. There are a lot
of people that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have
enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from
the smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book possesses high quality.

James Hopwood:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of book
Free to Be Mohawk: Indigenous Education at the Akwesasne Freedom School (New Directions in Native



American Studies series). You can include your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it can
add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about
reserve. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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